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Bishops call for peace: there must be an immediate 

ceasefire and a lifting of the blockade in Gaza 

“I looked on the earth, and lo, it was waste and void; and to the heavens, and they had no 

light. I looked on the mountains, and lo, they were quaking, and all the hills moved to and fro. 

I looked, and lo, there was no one at all, and all the birds of the air had fled. I looked, and lo, 

the fruitful land was a desert, and all its cities were laid in ruins.” [Jer. 4:23–26a] 

The Holy Land holds a special place in three major religions’ hearts: among Jews, Christians 

and Muslims. Christians visit it in their millions to see the places of Jesus’s birth and baptism, 

his crucifixion, burial and resurrection. 

Many Christians remember Israel and hold it in their prayers, especially in difficult times. The 

October 2023 Hamas attack shocked people not only because of its brutality but also because 

it targeted a country with which they had a particular emotional bond. The illegal attack was 

widely condemned, and people felt Israel had the right to defend itself. 

Israel launched a counteroffensive that has continued for more than eighteen months. 

According to the United Nations 53,000 Palestinians have died, and some 120,000 have been 

wounded. These figures include many children, as well as aid workers and journalists working 

in the crisis zone. More than 1,700 Israelis and foreigners have been killed. 

The Israeli authorities have imposed a blockade on Gaza since early March, preventing 

humanitarian aid reaching the area. The humanitarian catastrophe is extreme. It is estimated 

that more than half a million people are malnourished, with nearly the same number in a 

critical condition. Among them are tens of thousands of children, pregnant women and 

nursing mothers. 

The Israeli-Palestinian relationship is historically and politically fraught. From the outside it is 

difficult to understand what has led to the current catastrophe. There have been many 



mistakes and failures, but now is not the time to judge them. The human suffering must end, 

and we must all bear our responsibility for it. 

We appeal to Israel and Hamas for an immediate ceasefire in both Gaza and the West Bank. 

We appeal to Hamas to release all hostages immediately and return all the deceased in their 

possession to their families and loved ones. 

We appeal to Israel to lift the blockade of Gaza and to allow humanitarian aid to reach the 

suffering. 

We appeal to the Finnish government to do all in its power to achieve a ceasefire and enable 

the delivery of humanitarian aid. 

We ask people to pray for peace and for all the suffering people of the Holy Land. 

“‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in 

prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did 

not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’” [Matt. 25:44b–45] 
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Photo: With the support of Felm the Middle East Council of Churches is providing basic 

healthcare and medicines in Gaza. The photo shows patients at the Augusta Victoria hospital. 
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