JOINT AGREEMENT ON COOPERATION
between
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland and
the China Christian Council

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland (ELCF) and the China Christian Council
(CCC) confessing the Christian Faith based in the Holy Scriptures which is expressed in
the Apostles' and Nicene Creeds

participating in faith in the one universal Church of Christ and her mission to promote
common witness, service and unity;

respecting each other's historical, cultural and social background, and belonging to the
worldwide fellowship of Christian Churches and the membership of both churches in the

World Council of Churches;

appreciating the importance of the China Christian Council's three-self principles
(self-government, self-support and self-propagation of the Gospel);

aiming to promote cooperation and fellowship between the churches and their members;
sharing resources especially in the field of theological education and Bible work;

respecting each other as equal partner and the principles of cooperation which are stated
in this document;

respecting the activities of the Amity Foundation in the service of common witness

accept this Agreement on Cooperation and commit themselves to comply with the
following principles:

Partners promote mutual sharing. The details of sharing should be discussed and agreed
upon by the two parties.

We sign this document in the "Year 2000 - Year of Hope" and commit ourselves to seek
the unity of the Church of Jesus Christ. We trust in the promises of Almighty God who
has said to his people: "I give you a future with hope” (Jer. 29: 11).
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Most Rev. Dr. Jukka Paarma Dr. Haig Wenzao
Archbishop of Turku and Finland President of the China Christian Council
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