
A Church of Encounter – Guidelines for the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland until 2020
Task of the Church:
The church calls people to be in fellowship with God and encourages them to care for their neighbours and all of God’s creation. 
The values of the church:
Faith – A connection with the merciful God is the enduring foundation of a Christian life.
Hope – Jesus’s promise for the future inspires hope.
Love – The Holy Spirit encourages us to love one another. 
A Church of Encounter in 2020:
A member of the parish experiences faith in God as a resource, and an increasing number consider their connection to the church as an essential element of their lives.
The parish is a community of trust that brings different people together, and the message of the church is heard and has influence in all areas of society.
We emphasise the message of the church
· We speak courageously and intelligibly about God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit wherever we go.
· The spiritual life of the parish is multifaceted and responds to people’s needs.
· Worship is welcoming, accessible, and suitable for all ages. Parishioners participate in the planning and conduct of services. 
· In order to reach everyone, we convey our message without prejudice and interactively, and we exploit new methods of communication. 
· We support Christian growth in all phases of life. All the children of our parishioners are baptised.
Encounter has meaning 

· In connection with the parish, people come face-to-face with God, their neighbour, and the reality of their lives.
· We create space for interaction. The church is present where people are. 
· We walk side-by-side with others and share our stories. 
· Communication speaks to our emotions and intellect and challenges us to act. 
We love our neighbours
· We act to assist the vulnerable both in Finland and abroad.
· The parish brings those in need and those offering help into contact with one another. 
· The church communicates in a credible manner about its values and the beneficial work that it does.
· We are building a better world for future generations.
​

We value membership
· The lives, expectations, and feedback of people help to establish the guidelines for the activities of the parish.
· Parishioners contribute to the planning and implementation of parish activities and have the opportunity to put their talents to good use.
· We acknowledge the importance of personal encounter. Every member should be engaged with positively each year.
· Trust in the church endures. The number of those joining the church increases.
 [takakansi]
The church exists in a rapidly changing world. It is affected by these changes in its missional environment, but remains committed to its core task. 

A Church of Encounter is the shared guideline for the life and activities of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland. Every parish has its own missional context, its own resources, and its own special challenges that guide its decisions. A Church of Encounter is intended to serve as the foundation upon which each parish sets out to determine its own objectives, procedures, timetables, and indicators. 
The church is a community of encounter. In their connection with the church, people come face-to-face with the reality of God and of their lives, and of those around them. A Church of Encounter encourages parishes to focus on this core message and to live accordingly.
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