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TO THE READER

Welcome to Confirmation Class!

This book is intended for you:

- who take confirmation class after immigrating to Finland
- who live abroad, but take confirmation class in Finland or within a
Finnish congregation outside Finland.

Our Church is open to all, and we wish you welcome! Our Church may seem different
from what you had imagined. Active dialogue between Christians who come from different
parts of the world, and those who live here, isimportant to us. The sharing of experiences
through active discussion enriches our Church and the life and activities of its congregations.
We hope that you, after Confirmation Class and Confirmation, will become an active part
of your own Congregation, both on traditional church holy days and everyday, together in
your own community of Christians.

This book has three chapters. The first chapter will familiarize you with the faith of the
Church and Catechism studies in your own language. The second chapter describes the
Evangelical Lutheran Church and its many activities, which we are inviting you to join in.
The third chapter deals with the roots of the Church and its attempts to find unity.

This guidebook can be used in a number of ways. For example, it can be used for a
Confirmation Class for adults or as self-study material. You may use it to support and prepare
for your upcoming Confirmation Class experience in Finland.

The Church is the universal community of Christians which recognizes no borders. The
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland is part of this church with room for those who come
from different cultures and traditions. Diversity enriches us all and opens up many new
opportunities as our world continues to grow more and more international We hope this
guidebook will help you find your place within Christ3 Church.

The author of this book is the Rev. Markku Antola, Doctor of Theology. He was assisted
by a workgroup consisting of: Rev. Marketta Antola (Vuosaari Parish, Helsinki); Rev. Jouni
Heiskanen (The Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Mission); Rev. Erkki Jokinen (Helsinki Parish
Union); Rev. Timo Keskitalo (The International Evangelical Church in Finland); Rev. Jarmo
Kokkonen (Church Unit for Education and Youth Work, as of 1 January, 2005); Ms. Elise
Kytta (Evangelical Lutheran Association for Youth in Finland); Ms. Marja-Liisa Laihia (Church
Work Among Immigrants); Mr. Ari Lindqgvist (The Finnish Seamen ¥ Mission); Rev. Orlando
Molina (The Diocese of Helsinki); Rev. Leena Marsyla (Church Ministry to Finns Abroad); Ms.
Marja Pesonen (Church Unit for Education and Youth Work), until the end of 2004; Rev.
llmari Syrjala (Helsinki Parish Union); Mr. Pekka Tukeva (Church Unit for Education and
Youth Work), until the end of 2004; and Rev. Heidi Watia (Jyvaskyla Town Parish).
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| THE CHRISTIAN FAITH

In confirmation class, you will study the basics of the Christian faith. Confirmation
refersto thefact that, after concluding confirmation class, the confirmed hastheright to partake
independently inthe Holy Communion. Formerly, private confession was required before Holy
Communion. Nineout of ten Finnsattend confirmation class. All baptized arewelcometo confirmation
classat theage of fifteen. Inconfirmation class oneis provided the opportunity to learn about the
community into which one was baptized asababy. You may use thisguidebook even if you have not
been baptized. You may consult your confirmation classteacher and decide whether you want to be
baptized into the congregation.

This guidebook has been produced especialy for immigrants to Finland and Finnish
expatriates. Chapter | contains the basic facts of the Christian faith. Chapter Il describes the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland. Chapter I11 explains the relationships between
Judaism, the Christian faith, and Islam, the differences between the Christian churches, and
the building of their unity.

ASSIGNMENTS:
Who are you?
Where do you come from?
What kind of church have you experienced outside of Finland?

1. The World — our common home

The world is our common home. When we move far away, we notice that things are
done differently in different cultures. Everyone sees their environment in the light of his or
her own language, culture, and customs. All aspects of a foreign culture seem strange until
you learn to know, and grow accustomed to, them.

Certain principles of life can unite people, even whenthey arefromvery different cultures.
Irrespective of culture, manislooking for hisor her placein life. Inaforeign culture, this may
feel quite difficult. The Finnish way of life may be different from the way of life that you
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experienced elsawhere. No one culture thoughisbetter than another. No cultureisinherently good
or bad. Different issuesarevalued differently in different cultures. Asyou learnmoreabout Finnish
culture, you will grow to understand how Finnish peoplethink about the purpose of life.

ASSIGNMENT:
What has attracted your attention when living in two cultures?

Every culture hasitsown set of beliefs, and eements of faith. In Finland, thereisamillennium-
longtradition of the Chrigtian faith. Although everyday Finnish lifeisfull of work, studies, and stress,
it isimportant for usto stop for amoment and ask ourselvesfundamental questionssuch as. “Why
do | exist? and “Isthereredly life after death?

2. Life - the purpose of existence

What do you expect from your life?\When young, many people hope for agood professon
and a happy family life. When we are adults, we long for steady living and health. For some,
most important is being able to express oneself. Others may want to become rich and famous.
The course of life is often determined, in a decisive way, by its beginnings. That is why it is
good to stop for a while and think about your life and how it has been unfolding.

ASSIGNMENT:
Discuss the course of your life and your dreams.

Life is a great adventure. Amidst struggles for independence and upheavals of nations,
there may be situations where therights of anindividual are violated. No oneknowsin advance
what lifewill bring. Nor canwe be responsible for all events. It isgood thereforeto pray for God's
guidance eachday. But although you pray for guidance, it isyou who make the decisionsregarding
your life. God provides no guaranteethat al your wisheswill be granted. Being created in theimage
of God, we areresponsiblefor what we can control inour lives.

3. God - the reason behind everything

There is no culture without a religion. In atheistic countries, people believe there is no
god and that thereis no ultimate truth aside from the physical world. Materialismisareligion,
too! Jesuswas of Jewish nationality and religion. Christianity wasborn inthe midst of Judaism.
Isam, too, originated in the Middle East. These religions are based on the premise that there
isonly one God. Chapter |11 explains the common roots of these religions.

ASSIGNMENT:
What evidence exists for the existence or non-existence of God?
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We are dl looking for the purposeof our existence. There are many explanations. Sometimes
acrissawakensusand causesto usto question the purpose of our existence. During such difficult
times we may well ask what themost important thinginlifeis. Distressinlifemay driveamanto cry
out for help: “God, if you exist, please help me!”

We haveto search for the purpose of our existence for therest of our lives. During youth,
the answer to this question may be different than when we reach old age. According to the
Christian faith, you may trust that you are a valuable person, because the Creator wanted you
to exist. The Christian faith calls people to believe in God and to to show love towards their
family, and al people.

A close friendship can mean alot to aperson. Through hobbies you may find interesting
things to support you throughout your life. Loving and being loved is part of the meaning of
life. Loveisgiving time and space to your neighbor. It islistening to and trying to understand
another human being. By listening to your neighbor, you can help himor her. Inthe same way,
by telling afriend about your troubles and worries, you may be empowered to move forward.

Beauty, culture, and art are sources of life to give us strength. Creativity is a power
hidden within a human being. By drawing, painting, playing musical instruments, singing, or
doing arts and crafts, you participate in the creation initiated by the Creator and use your
creative capacities. Writing is also creating. Art may be one way for some to understand and
perceive the closeness of God. God also speaksto people through nature. He also speaksto us
when we relax and use our creative capacities. Because God is omnipotent, He may be found
everywhere.

TheAlmighty God remainsasecret for us. He cannot be controlled or defined. e can only
know what Hereveals about himself.

RECOMMENDED HYMNS:
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty LBOW 165 = Pyhd4, pyhd, pyhé! VK 134
All creatures of our God and King LBOW 527, Jumala loi VK 135

4. The Bible - the story of God’ deeds

The Bible is a collection of books which detail God's Works in our world. The Bible is
theword of God written by man. The Bible isthoroughly ahuman book but, at the sametime, it is
acompletely divine book.

“No prophecy ever came by human will but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit
spoke from God.” (2 Peter 1:21)

The Old Testament consists of 39 books. Itsfirst books are called Historical Books. The
Torah or the five books of Moses (the Pentateuch) are considered especialy important. They
begin with a description of the creation of the world. They also tell about how humans fall
into sin. A major thread linking all the books is the history of the people of Isragl. The story
begins when Abraham is called by God to leave for the Promised Land. It continues with a
description of 1srael’sdavery in Egypt, of their being freed from davery, and of their wanderings
in the wilderness. God gave his law, the Ten Commandments, to Moses, who led his peopleto
the Promised Land. The other historical books describe the phases of the people of Isragl in
the era of the judges and the kings.
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In the Old Testament, there are four books describing the so called M agjor Prophets(lsaiah,
Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel) and the twelve books describing other minor prophets. The names
refer to comprehensive books versus shorter writings. The books of the prophets describe how
God spoketo usthrough the prophets during the different historic phases of the people of Israd.
The prophetstold their contemporariesand rulerswhat God wanted themto do. Many times, the
rulersdisobeyed God'swill and were punished for it. Thosewho ruled well though led their nations
into an eraof peace.

The Scriptures contain wisdom, proverbs, and songs telling of both the pain and joys of
life. One entire book, The Song of Songs (The Song of Solomon), isdedicated to thelove between
aman and awoman.

ASSIGNMENTS:
Look up in the Book of Psalms one psalm of praise and one of lamentation.
Look up a piece of wisdom in the book of Proverbs you think is apt for a person
being confirmed.

The New Testament beginswith the Gospels, storiesof Jesus' life, death, and resurrection.
Each one of the Evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, wrote his own narrative. The
Gospels took their present form after the first Christian generation. They differ from each
other in detail. The Gospels witness to the fact that Jesus was the Messiah as prophesied in
the Old Testament. His death on the cross and His resurrection are the core of the Christian
faith.

The Acts of the Apostlesis the Historical Book of the New Testament. In this book, the
Evangelist Luke portrays the life of the early church during the initial stages of Christianity.
He emphasizesthe meaning of thework of the Holy Spirit at thetime of the birth of thechurch. The
first Christianswere Jews, but there became more and more people fromother nationaitiesamong
the Chrigtians, asthe Gospel was spread.

The Epistles (Letters) formthe central content of the New Testament; most of them being
written by theApostle Paul. Inthem, he givesingtructionsto congregations. Paul, “theApostle of the
Nations’, mainly worked among Gentiles (non-Jewish people). He emphasized thefact that manis
forgiven hisor her ans, and saved only by faithin Jesus. Jesusredeemed usthrough hisdeathonthe
crossand resurrection. In hisLetter to the Romans, Paul underlinesthe fact that nobody is saved
by obeying theL aw. Manisjustified throughfaithaone; “...therighteousnessof God through faithin
Jesus Christ for al who believe. For thereisno digtinction...” (Romans 3:22).

Thelast book of the New Testament, The Revelation to John, isa Prophetic Book. It was
written during the persecutions of the early Christians. It portrays the last days before Jesus
returns on earth and gathers all nations before him for the final judgement. In the Book of
Revelation, there are also descriptions of heaven where those who have gone there rejoice
with God.

The Bible is a large collection of books. It tells about the meeting of man and God. The
content of the Bible is best understood, whenwe read it in prayer looking for the living God.
The center of the Bibleis Jesus Christ. That iswhy it isgood to start reading the Bible by first
reading the Gospels. Theverse, John 3:16, sumsup, in afew words, the coreof the Bible:
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“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyonewho believesin
him may not perish but may have eternal life.”

DISCUSS WITH YOUR TEACHER:
How to read the Bible?

RECOMMENDED HYMNS:
God ¥ Word is our Great Heritage LBOW 239; On meilld aarre verraton VK 183
A Mighty Fortress is Our God LBOW 228 = Jumala ompi linnamme VK 170

5. The Creator — the common origin

TheApostles Creed; theFirst Articleof Faith
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

God works inthe world in three different ways. He created the world. In Jesus, He came
to save the people who had fallen into sin. And He calls people to His kingdom through the
Holy Spirit. All thisis the work of one and the same God. God is called triune.

The Bible describes people’'s experiences of with God's work in their lives. The Bible's
witnessto God is His self-revelation. God, who ishidden, wanted to tell something of Himself.
Whenthelsraditeswanted to know God'sname, Heanswered: | amwho | am(Exodus3:14). So
God already existed beforethe creation, and nothing in all creation can influence Hisbeing. God
wanted to remainin secret inthe Old Testament. Asstated inthe New Testament, Jesusprovidesus
the best picture of God. St. John writesin his Gospel: No one has ever seen God. It isGod the
only Son who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known (John 1:18).

According to the Old Testament, God created al things visible and invisible. He began
by creating light. He separated the waters from the waters, created the sun, the moon, and the
stars. The story of the creation reflects the conception of the world of its day, with the earth
like a pancake and the heavens upon it like domes.

Lastly man was created. So God created humankind in hisimage, in theimage of God he
created them; male and female he created them (Genesisl:27). God set man a task of
multiplying and having dominion over the earth as well as cultivating and keeping it. He gave
man the plants of the earth and the living beings for food. God looked at the outcome of His
creation and saw that everything was very good. The creation took six days. On the seventh
day God rested.

Praiseto the Creator

Bless the Lord, O my soul.

O Lord my God, you are very great

You are clothed with honor and majesty,

wrapped in light as with a garment.

You stretch out the heavens like a tent,

you set the beams of your chambers on the waters. ..
You set the earth on its foundations,
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so that it will never be shaken...

You make springs gush forth in the valleys;

they flow between the hills,

giving drink to every wild animal;

the wild asses quench their thirst.

By the streams the birds of the air have their habitation;

they sing among the branches...

O Lord, how manifold are your works!

In wisdom you have made them all;

the world isfull of your creatures. (Psalm 104:1-3,5,10-12,24)

Some Christians think that creation, as described in the Book of Genesis, is a factual
description of the history of creation. Nowadays people attempt to explain the origins of the
world in a scientific manner and think that the narrative of the creation is not to be taken asa
higtorica account of creation. Rather, the narrative of the creation answerstwo questions, who is
behind everything, and what therole of human beingisinthewholeof thecregtion. Thusthenarrative
of the creationisnot necessarily contradictory to ascientific world-view.

Inlight of the narrative of creation, no group of peoplecanthink they are worthier or better
than others. All are equally worthy and closeto God. All people have acommon Father regardless
of culture, ethnic background, or religion. Man was created in God’simage and all was created
good. Man also knowsinstinctively that he should be good and restrain fromevil. Aswe areall
imagesof God, it isour reponghility to maintain God'screetion for which wewere made responsible.
Thecharter of the Chrigtianfaith providesgroundsfor thework for neture conservetion and internationa
peace.

The Peace Prayer of St. Francisfromthe MiddleAges

Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace;
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where thereis injury, pardon;

where there is doubt, faith;

where there is despair, hope;

where there is darkness, light;

and where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Magter,

grant that | may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;
to be understood, as to understand;

to be loved, asto love;

for it isin giving that we receive,

it isin pardoning that we are pardoned,

and it isin dying that we are born to Eternal Life.

Amen.

ASSIGNMENT:
What can you do for world peace?

By examining the world, we can, on the grounds of creation, draw some conclusons
concerning God. Thisis called the general revelation (the natural knowedge of God).
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RECOMMENDED HYMNS:
Sing to the Lord of Harvest LBOW 412; Jo joutui armas aika VK 571
For the Fruit of All Creation LBOW 563; Nouskaamme vuorelle korkeimmalle VK 515

6. Nature — where we belong

Manispart of creation. Lifeon earth depends uponwater and upon the self-regulating system
of nature. Each climatic areahasfloraand faunaacclimatized to it. Man usesboth plantsand animals
for nutrition. Manexigsonly aspart of anatura ecosystem.

TO THINK ABOUT:
Compare the climatic conditions in your former and present countries of domicile.

Nature is living and constantly changing. Temperatures and weather conditions change
unpredictably. The earth’'s crust is slowly moulding itself causing earthquakes. Volcanoes
erupt regularly. Global climatic changes are partly caused by man. Humankind has burnt
large volumes of coal, oil, and natural gas. Therefore the carbon dioxide content in the
atmosphere has increased. Rainforest depletion also adds to this problem. Global warming
may gradually melt polar glaciers and raise ocean levels. Pollution of nature and water systems
also threatens life on earth. Overpopulation is also pushing nature to its tolerance limit. It is
necessary to protect nature, because current human practices are threatening life on our globe.

ASSIGNMENT:
What can you do to conserve nature?

RECOMMENDED HYMNS:
All Creatures of Our God and King LBOW 527, Kiitd Herraa, y0 ja padivd VK 46!
How Great Thou Art LBOW 532; Soi kunniaksi Luojan VK 462

7. The Fall into Sin = man inclined to evil

After creation, the Bible describes the fall into sin (Genesis 3). Adam and Eve, the first
human beings, were alowed to enjoy everything in Paradise. Only the fruit of the forbidden
tree were they not to touch. Tempted by the serpent, first Eve and then Adam took and ate of
the fruit of the forbidden tree. After doing wrong, they hid themselves from God. Having
discovered what they had done, God drove them off from Paradise. From then on, they were
to earn their living through hard work.

Man was created in God’simage and everything created was good. Nevertheless, we see
much evil around us. Thefall reminds us of the fact that, in man, there isanatural tendency to
evil. It leadsto sinning and guilt before God. Man does wrong, though he or she might know
what isright. The temptation to eat of thefruit of the forbidden tree was strong, because man
imagined that by doing so they would be like God. Sin is not only single acts, which are
wrong, but it isadefiant and proud attitude against God. Sin separates us from God and from
other people.
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For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus the
Lord. (Romans 6:23)

RECOMMENDED HYMNS:
Abide with Me LBOW 272, Tastdkin paivéstd tahdon nyt kiittdd VK 56!

8. Jesus Christ — the Savior

The Creed; The Second Article of Faith

| believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under PontiusPilate, was crucified,
died and wasburied. He descended into hell. On thethird day He roseagain. He ascended
into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge
the living and the dead.

Man was separated from God because of sin. However, God wanted to restore the unity.
Therefore he sent His Son Jesus to save the world. In the Old Testament, it was foretold that
the liberator of the people would come. In the fullness of time, the Savior was born in
Bethlehem. But the people of | sradl did not want to take Himastheir Messiah.

Jesuswasa historic person. He called twelve mento be His disciples, who followed Him. He
paid attention to those who were held in contempt by others. He spoke for the oppressed. He
hedled thesick, cast out demons, and even raised the dead. Hissigns and wonderswere connected
to proclaming the Gospel of the coming of God’sKingdom. His deedsattracted much attention.
Contemporary higoriansalso mentioned Him.

f ASSIGNMENT: \

Study Jesus’signs, for instance:
A wedding in Cana (John 2:1-12), Jesus heals a man by the pool of Bethesda (John 5:1-18),
Jesus feeds five thousand men (Mark 6:30-44), Jesus heals ten lepers (Luke 17:11-19),
Jesus in the synagogue in Capernaum (Luke 4:31-37).

Jesus became especially well known for His unforgettable teachings.
He proclaimed that the Kingdom of God had comein the midst of people.
He often used parablesin Histeachings.

ASSIGNMENT:
Study Jesus’teachings and parables. Think about how they might be connected with
the life of an immigrant, for instance:
The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:29-37), The Parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32),
The Woman by the Well in Sychar (John 4:1-42), The Caananite Woman 3 Faith
K (Matthew 15:21-28), The Parable of the Sower (Mark 4.1-20). /

The Old Testament tells how animals had to be sacrificed in the temple for the atonement
of the sins of the people of Isragl. Once ayear, the sins of the people were laid on the head of
agoat that was driven into the wilderness. There was therefore atonement for the iniquities
the people had committed. After Jesus' resurrection, the disciples realized that His death on
the cross wasthe atoning sacrifice onceand for all. The salvation promised to the people of Isradl
wasaso for al nations. Thisredlization became the starting point of the Chrigtian faith.
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We can recelvethe salvation that Jesus prepared by believing that He suffered punishment for
our sins. Thefath by whichthe salvationis obtained isagift of God. Whenwe are convinced of
God'sgraceand love, Jesus Himself comesto dwell inour hearts. Martin Luther taught that Christ
ispresent infaithitself. So faith provides uswith the salvation God has prepared.

Jesus Christ is the core of the Christian faith. He is God's special revelation. Jesus lived
the life of an ordinary man, yet without sin. The Gospelstell usthat he ate and drank, rejoiced
and wept. Hefdlt pain and agoniesof life like each one of us. But Hewas not only an ordinary man.
Jesus was God's envoy, God's Son. Jesus was God'’sincar nation, becoming flesh (John 1:14).
God showed Hislove towards people by living aman’slife. Christ was both manand God. God's
becoming ahuman being isasecret of faith.

Jesus’ disciples regarded Him as the Messiah, the Savior of the people of Isragl. After
Jesus' death and resurrection they understood that the Messiah wanted to free all nationsfrom
sin and guilt. Christ isa sign of hope in the world. God raised Him from the dead and showed
that death is not the end of everything.

Prayer on Good Friday

Dear Savior,

your holy Cross, the tree of atonement,

rises above your congregation also today.
Praise be to you for your death on the cross
and for the message of reconciliation, which we may hear.
Do not let any lie

darken for us the way of salvation,

or the clear message of the cross for us.

When our consciences are burdened with guilt
and we are confused by anxiety,

help us to be healed

and to find peace in your wounds.

Praise be to you forever. Amen.

After theresurrection, Jesus returned to His Heavenly Father. Now He has all power in
heaven and on earth. On the Last Day, Christ will gather al nations before Him to be judged.
Then those who believe in Him go to heaven and those who have abandoned Him will be
separated eternaly from God.

ASSIGNMENT:
What evidence is there in the New Testament of Jesus’being man?
What evidence is there in the New Testament of Jesus’being God?
(Luke 2:21-24, John 11:32—-44, Matthew 28:18-20, John 21:1-14, Hebrews 5:7)

ThesongAmeazing Grace, arranged for aScottish folk tune, describestheredlization of thefact
that God'sgracein Christ belongsjust to me.
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Amazing Grace

1 Amazing grace! How sweet the sound —
That saved a wretch like me!
| once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind, but now | see.

2. ‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fearsrelieved;
How precious did that grace appear
The hour | first believed!

3. Thru many dangers, toils and snares
| have already come;
"Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.

4, When we' ve been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining asthe sun.
WE've no less days to sing God's praise
Than when we' d first begun.

RECOMMENDED HYMNS:
O Holy Spirit, Enter In LBOW 459; Totuuden Henki VK 484
God, Whose Almighty Word LBOWA400, Jeesus meitd kosketa nyt VK 502

9. The Holy Spirit- working in our midst

The Creed; TheThird Article of Faith
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Already at creation, God put His Spirit into man: “ Then the Lord God formed man from
the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became
alivingbeing’ (Genesis2:7). Lifeitself, assuch, ismade possible only by God'slife-preserving
breath. God's Holy Spirit gave the Old Testament’s prophets the wisdom to speak the Lord's
words to their contemporaries. God's Spirit is the spirit of life itself.

The New Testament tellsusthat the Christian congregation wasborn at Pentecost, when
the Holy Spirit was poured out.

“ When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly
from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house
where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue
rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
other languages, asthe Spirit gave themability” (Acts2:1-4).

The events of the Pentecost aroused astonishment. The apostles were suspected of being
drunk. Peter made a speech assuring that what was spoken by the Prophet Joel, of pouring out
God's spirit upon the people, was true. After the speech, people asked what they should do.
Peter advised them to convert and receive baptism in the name of Jesus Christ, so that their
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snsmight beforgiven. IntheActsof the Apostles, weread that about threethousand peoplewere
added to the group of believersthat day.

Christians have always gathered together to read God’s word, to sing, and to pray. The
Holy Spirit calls to believe in God and Christ. We are called to love each other and to share
each other’sjoys and sorrows.

According to Jesus: “ But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whomthe Father will send in my
name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that | have told to you” (John 14:26).

Through the influence of the Holy Spirit, we can understand God's love in Christ. He
createsthefaththat bringsJesusto livein our hearts. TheHoly Spirit dso givesspiritua gifts. He
givesmanthe ahility and will to love and serve hisor her neighbour and to bear witnessto Christ.
Many kindsof giftsare neededin the congregation, becausethere are many tasks. Some areleaders,
othersdisseminate knowledge, some serve, and some again give encouragement. Some havethe
ability to heal, someprophesy and speak intongues. Theseare called spiritud gifts. All areactivated
by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses
(I Corinthians 12:11). Thegifts of the Holy Spirit aimat convincing people of God'slove.

It isthetask of every Christian to convey the good news of Christ. The Holy Spirit sends
and enables man to proclaim the Word and to live in accordance with God's will. The Chris-
tian congregation is a communion of grace. No one can do God's will by his or her own
power. The Holy Spirit is the Sanctifier. He makes sinful man holy. A Christian as such is, at
one and the same time, asinner, and yet, on account of Christ, righteous, that is acceptable to
God.

The Holy Spirit creates the faith that Jesus has redeemed usfrom our sins. Christ livesin
our heartsthroughfaith. Thereconciliation of our sinstakesplacein us, whentheHoly Spirit reveas
God'satoning sacrificefor us.

Come, Holy Spirit, the Golden Sequence
latinee.org/thesaurus/Hymni/
Trandation by JohnAustin (1613-1669)

Veni Sancte Spritus. Sequerntia,
S. Langtonof Canterbury, s. XI11.

Come, Holy Ghost,

Send down those beams,

Which sweetly flowin silent streams
From thy bright throne above.

O come, Thou Father of the poor;

O come, Thou source of all our store,
Come, fill our heartswith love.

O Thou, of comfortersthe best,

O Thou, the soul’sdelightful guest,
Thepilgrims'ssweet relief.

Rest art Thou in our toil, most sweet
Refreshment in the noonday heat;
And solaceinour grief.

O blessed Light and life Thou art;
Fill with Thy light the inmost heart
Of those who hopein Thee.

Without Thy Godhead nothing can,
Have any price or worth in man,

\eni Sancte Spiritus,
Et emitte caelitus
Lucistuae radium

\eni pater pauperum,
\eni dator munerum,
\eni lumen cordium.
Consolator optime,
Dulcishospesanimae,
Dulcerefrigerium.

In laborerequies,

In aestu temperies,

In fletu solatium.

O lux beatissma,
Replecordisintima
Tuorumfidelium.
Snetuo numine,
Nihil est in homine
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Nothing can harmlessbe.

Lord, wash our sinful stains away,
Refresh from heaven our barren clay,
Our wounds and bruises heal.

To Thy sweet yoke our stiff necks bow,
Warm with Thy fire our hearts of snow,
Our wandering feet recall.

Grant to Thy faithful, dearest Lord,
Whose only hopeis Thy sure word,

The sevenfold gifts of grace.

Grant usin life Thy grace that we,

in peace may die and ever be,

injoy before Thy face.

Amen. Allduia.

Nihil est innoxium.
Lava quod est sordium,
Riga quod est aridum,
Sana quod est saucium.
Flecte quod est rigidum,
Fove quod est frigidum,
Rege quod est devium.
Datuisfideibus,

In te confidentibus,
Sacrum septenarium.
Da virtutis meritum,
Da salutis exitum,

Da perenne gaudium.
Amen.

RECOMMENDED HYMN:
Kosketa minua, Henki VK 125, translation by Matti Kilpio, see Appendix
10. The Ten Commandments — rules for the protection of life
God made a covenant with His people of Israel. He gave Moses laws the people had to
obey. Then God promised to bless his people and take care of them (Exodus 20:1-17). The
people of | sradl brokethe Commandments severa timesand had to suffer for their iniquities.
The Commandments God has given are life-protecting rules, the law of life itself. By

following them, liferemainswhole. The breaking of Commandments causes suffering for one saf,
andfor others

ASSIGNMENT:
Read what the Catechism teaches about the Commandments.

Commandmentsoneto three concern man'srdation with God.

THE COMMANDMENTS 1-3
1. I amthe Lord your God. You shall have no other gods.

The First Commandment asks who our God is. We build good life and security by our
own work. We cannot, however, build security or hope for the future on a foundation of
ourselves, or any false gods. Property, money or reputation may be false gods if we trust in
them. Our security cannot be based on our own ability, wealth or fame. The only lasting
refuge is Almighty God. Therefore we should honour and love Him above all things.

FOR DISCUSSION:
What do you do when the security of your life is shaken?
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2. You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.

Godisholy. God’s name shall be used for prayer and devotions. He promisesto be present
wherewe pray to Him. Swearing or cursing by God'sname is blasphemy.

3. Observe the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.

Today’s obsession with efficiency and stressful way of life often results in exhaustion.
Rest isnot valued enough. God rested, after He had completed His creation. Peoplelive happily,
whenthey rest and sleep enough. The Third Commandment exhortsusto have enough timefor
reading the Bible, prayer, and worship service. The day of rest isheld sacred by setting asde aholy
day fromaworking day.

ASSIGNMENT:
How do you usually spend the day of rest?
Does it consist of rest, recreation, and sanctification?

Commandments four to ten concern man's relationship with his or her neighbor.

THE COMMANDMENTS 4-10:
4. Honor your father and your mother.

Every child should have amother and afather, who love himor her. The parentsguarantee
basic security for their child. The child shall honour its parents. The Commandment also
concerns the honoring of legal authorities. A Christian must act so that society promotes
justice.

ASSIGNMENT:
How is the honoring of your parents visible in your family?
How is the honoring of parents in Finnish society?

5. You shall not kill.

It isrelatively safe to wander around in Finland. This outward appearance of safety hides
inner problems. Many people are troubled, because they feel lonely and forlorn, distrustful
and alienated. This may lead to hatred and aggression. In afit of anger, one can hurt other
people, physically or with words. One should be able to handle hatred. It is good if we can
share troublesome issues with atrustworthy person. We are to protect the life and well-being
of our neighbors. To recognize the needs of other people isto love them.

ASSIGNMENT:
Everybody gets angry sometimes. What do you do when you are angry?
How does your anger fade away?

6. You shall not commit adultery.

-18-
To be a Christian in Finland



Sexuality ispart of God's creative work; we are created males and females. Sexuality gives
energy tolife. It must not be separated from love and responghility. In marriage, we bind ourselves
to love our spousesin good and bad days. Marriage offersasafe environment for thechild to grow
up and givesamodéd of living inanintimate relationship.

Deceiving one's spouse causes deep wounds to al involved. The mutual love and
forgiveness of the partners may renew a broken marriage. A divorce may be better than
continuous suffering, although it is always a painful process.

ASSIGNMENT:
What are the qualities you expect from your partner?

7. You shall not steal.

9. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.

10. You shall not covet your neighbor’swife, or hisworkers, or his cattle, or anything
that is your neighbor’s.

The Commandments seven, nine, and ten deal with the protection of somebody else's
property. The more people gather property, themorethere iscrime against property. The entire
good God crestedismeant for all, and nobody hastheright to steal other people’s possessions. You
must not acquire property by deceit or wrongdoing. We should seeto it that everyone hasthe
necessitiesof life,

Each person has his or her own tasks and sphereinlife. It iswrong to try to take another
person’sjob or property. Instead, we must search and ask for our own placeinlife. When settling
downinanew country, everybody needstrusted friends and people who can provide support. It is
our Chrigtiantask to recognize our neighbors needs and to help themin any way we can.

ASSIGNMENT:
What help have you got to adapt yourself in the new country?
What help would you have needed?
How can you help others in a similar situation?

8. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour.

A personal relationship is based upon honesty. Speaking evil of aneighbor harms him or
her and ultimately the speaker, too. If you wish that other people would speak truthfully of
you, do likewise. Jesus expressed the principle called the Golden Rule: “In everything do
unto others asyou would have themto do you; for thisisthelaw and the prophets’ (Matthew
7:12).

The Commandments are not only restrictive signs. They also show how we shdll live, so
that we might fulfil God’'s will. It is true, we do not necessarily kill anybody, but we certainly
sometimes hurt somebody’s feelings. Even an offence committed only in thought is a sin
before God. Therefore we need grace and forgiveness based on Jesus atoning work. The life
of aChristianisthelife of apardoned sinner.
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It isimportant that wetry to live in accordance with the Commandments even if we do not
alwayssucceedindoing so0. Thelaw of God protectslife. Jesus summearized the Ten Commandments
in the Dual Commandment of Love: “ You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your mind. —— You shall love your neighbor as yourself’
(Matthew 22:37, 38).

The life of a Christian is a life dependent upon grace. Although we break the
Commandments — on purpose or inadvertently — we may live as pardoned sinners. We must
not approve of wrongdoing asaway of life. When we fal, we may confessour snsand, inthe
confession, receiveforgiveness.

RECOMMENDED HYMNS:
Children of the Heavenly Father LBOW 474, Kun on turva Jumalassa VK 397
Salvation unto Us Has Come LBOW 297; On hyvyydessddn Jumala VK 262

11. The Congregation — a community of the baptized

The Baptismand Misson Commandment
(The Great Commission)

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make
disciplesof all nations, baptizing themin the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that | have commanded

you. And remember, | amwith you always, to the end of the age (M atthew 28:18-20).

Jesus gave thismission to Histwelve disciples. After two thousand years, onethird of the
world’'s population are baptized Chrigtians. The Christian Baptism in the name of the Triune God
joinsthe candidate to the communion of Christ’s universal church. The sign of thecrossdrawnon
your forehead remindsyou that Chrigt suffered and died for you.

Adults who desired to become Christians were baptized in the early church. Baptism by
immersion indicates that a sinner is drowned and a new man forgiven by Christ emerges in
place of him or her. The custom of baptizing whole families began early. Thus little children
were also baptized. At the same time, also baptism by the pouring of water became common.
Baptismal water is poured three times on the head of the candidate. Most Christians in the
world are baptized dready during childhood. By having their child baptized, parentsdemonstratea
commitment to providing aChristian upbringing.

ASSIGNMENT:
What types of baptism ceremonies have you seen?

God bestows upon us His grace through His word and sacraments. Baptismis one of the
two sacraments or sacred acts of our church. Baptism once administered is always valid.
According to the Lutheran concept, Baptism and Communion are sacraments, because the
promise of God’s word and a visible element are united in them, and because there is Jesus
command of them. Baptismal water washes away our sin. The candidate gets the Holy Spirit,
who will guide and lead him or her throughout his or her lifetime. The sacrament is a visible
sign of grace.
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Baptismis administered in the name of the Triune God. If the candidate is an adult, he or
she first confesses his or her faith together with the congregation. When a child is baptized,
the parents and the godparents confess their faith. Then the minister says the candidate’s
name and pours water on his or her head three times saying “1 baptize you in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”. The parents and the godparents bless the
baptized person by the laying-on of hands while the minister says: “The grace of the Lord
Jesus Chrigt, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you now and for
evermore.” Baptismis a gift of God, which we cannot earn.

ASSIGNMENT:
If you have been baptized, find out where it took place and who were present there.
If you are preparing for Baptism, go through the arrangements for the coming
ceremony with the baptizing pastor.

Baptism is the gateway to the congregation. It makes us members of the Church and
disciples of Jesus. Every candidate has at |least two godparents. These adults, who have taken
confirmation classes and who have been confirmed, are there in order to support the parents
in the Christian education of the baptized child. It is also their task to pray for the baptized
child.

RECOMMENDED HYMNS:
Dearest Jesus, We are Here LBOW 187: Tuomme luokse Jeesuksen VK 218

12. Confession and Communion — a source of strength for life

Sometimes you may have something on your mind that you cannot get rid of by any
means. Then it is good to confess privately. Confession is confessing the sin aloud, so that
another person hears it, and receiving absolution, that is forgiveness. Confession may be
made to any trustworthy Christian. The pastor is pledged not to tell anyone what he or she
hears in connection with private confession. When we say aloud what is on our minds, it is
easier for us to receive absolution from the confessor. In confession God forgives us all our
ans. Every worship service beginswith general confession.

The Holy Communion, or the Sacrament of the Altar, is the other sacrament of our
Church. Jesus Himsalf is present at every Communion in a secret manner. Jesus commanded
that we celebrate the Holy Communion. In the Holy Communion, we commemorate Jesus
last supper with His disciples. On the cross of Calvary, the Lamb of God shed His blood for
the whole world. In the Holy Communion, He gives us His body and blood to eat and drink.
When we enjoy the Lord’s Supper, we are forgiven, strengthened in the faith in God, and
empowered to love and serve our neighbors.

Holy Communion: TheWords of I nstitution

Our Lord Jesus Chrigt,

on the night when he was betrayed,
took bread,

and when he had given thanks,

he broke it,
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and gave it to the disciples and said,

“ Take, eat;

thisis my body which is given for you.
Do thisin remembrance of me.”

In the same way also he took the cup,

and when he had given thanks he gave it to them,

saying, “ Drink of it, all of you.

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it,

in remembrance of me.

(Catechism, The Sacraments, p. 83; seeL uke 22:26-28 and | Corinthians 11:23-25)

ASSIGNMENT:
What thoughts do you have regarding the taking of Holy Communion?

Communion or the Sacrament of theAltar isalso ameal of communion and of thanksgiving, or
the Eucharist. Inchurch, aswekned by the altar rail together with other Christians, we experience
community with them. In our thoughts, we can aso include our far-away relatives, friends, and
family members at the Communion table. The unseen segment of the dltar rail isthereto remind us
that we are aso in communion with other Christians aready in heaven. As the Bible states,
communicantsfromdl over theworld will finally be gathered at acommonwedding feast in heaven.
The Holy Communion remindsus of eternd life, thefirst part of which beginson earth.

There are different ways of celebrating the Sacrament of the Altar in different churches.
We can aways go to Communion, when we feel the need. Partaking in the Sacrament of the
Altar does not require special holiness or success in life. It is nourishment for the travelling
sinner, which gives strength for continuing the journey of life. The Holy Communion
strengthens spiritua life. 1t is comforting and calming. The Holy Communion is a treasure
given to the Christians to use. It isamystery that cannot be fully explained.

Onecharacteristic of the early church wasthat its congregation enjoyed the Lord’s Supper
together. They devoted themsel vesto the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers (Acts 2:42).

RECOMMENDED HYMNS:
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence LBOW 198 = Vaiti kaikki palvokaamme VK 228

13. Prayer — the heart speaking with God

Prayer isthe heart speaking with God. Jesustaught Hisfollowersto pray. By praying, we
acknowledge that we ourselves have not power to decide on our lives. What happens is in
God's hands. We acknowledge in prayer that God is almighty (omnipotent). We approach
Him humbly asking that His will be done in our lives. In prayer we may also ask for the
forgiveness of our sins. We may pray for everything we need in life. We may thank God for all
good things and ask for His blessings for our close relatives and friends. In time of need, we
may pray that God would intervene.
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Prayer can aso be changed into a long list of what we wish to happen. It is not the
function of prayer to persuade God into doing our will. In prayer, we can observe how God
speaks to us. When we do not find proper words, we may use the Lord’s Prayer, which Jesus
taught us, or other existing prayers.

ThelLord sPrayer

Our Father, who art in heaven. Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be
done, on earth asit isin heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
sins, aswe forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
usfromevil. For thineisthe kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
(Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4)

In prayer we may thank and praise God for what he has done. Prayer can also be just
silence and listening. Indeed, it is good to read the Bible while praying, as then the Holy Spirit
helps us to understand that God speaksto us through the word of the Bible.

Jesus often knelt in prayer. Prayer on one'sknees demonstrates man's humbleness before
God. Some people use the sign of the crosswhen they pray. Early on, the Christians started to
clasp their hands and bow their heads as the sign of devoting themselves to prayer. In the
Bible, we read how some people fell on their faces before God. Some people pray standing
with raised hands as the sign of a prayer of praise. In some churches, each one prays aloud
simultaneousdly for his or her own issues. There are many forms of prayer. Different types of
prayer help us concentrate. They aso reveal what kind of prayer it is each time.

Already at the time of the Old Testament, people asked for God'’s blessing. The best-
known prayer dating back to ancient times is the Benediction, or by its other name, Aaron’s
Blessing (Numbers 6:24—-26). It was used already in the days of the Israelite divine service in
the Temple.

The Benediction

The Lord bless you and keep you;

the Lord make his faceto shine

upon you and be graciousto you:

The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.
In the name of the Father, Son,

and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Most Finns pray sometimes. However, in Finland, prayer is consdered to be such a
private matter that it is seldom discussed in public. Many Finns have the habit of praying in
silence and with measured terms. The Apostle Paul taught that a Christian should pray without
ceasing (Thessalonians 5:17). Therefore, prayer is not merely solemn speech. One can pray
anytime in one's mind with sighs and expect God to listen. One of the shortest prayersis.
“Lord, have mercy upon me!”

ASSIGNMENT:

Read what the Catechism teaches about prayer.
Compare the ways of praying in your former and present country.
How do they differ from each other?

What have they in common?

What different ways do you have to pray?
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RECOMMENDED HYMNS:
O Thou, Who hast of Thy Pure Grace LBOW 442;
Kuule, Isd taivaan, pyynto tad VK 50!
Abide with me LBOW 272, Mua siipeis suojaan kdtke VK 552

14. Suffering — pain belongs to life

The Bible tells about Job, who was a rich man. God and Satan disputed about whether
Job was blameless only because he was so well off. With God’'s permission Satan was allowed
to test Job. First Job loseshisproperty and hisfamily. Inhis agony, he cursesthat hewasever born,
but not God. Job's friends come to comfort him. They think that Job hasdone something wrongin
secret and therefore God is punishing him. Job does not agree (Job 1-31). Finally, hisyoung friend
Elihu comfortshimby pointing out that nothing canredrict thewill of theAlmighty. Neither adversties,
nor successin life, depend upon man’s goodness or wickedness (Job 32-37).

Finally, also God speaks to Job. He shows that He is in control of everything. As the
Creator, He is not dependant on man, and man has no right to condemn Him. Finally, Job
humbles himself and admits that although he has lost everything, he till has no right to
criticize God. The book of Job then describes Job'slife turn good once again (Job 38—42).

Inlife, thereismuch suffering and anxiety, the meaning and cause of which cannot be explained.
The Book of Job showsusagood example of thisfact. God, inHis omnipotence, isnot obliged to
explain to manwhy thereis suffering. It just belongsto life. Many apsalmist hasdescribed how God
hearsthe prayersof peopleindistress.

God Hears

The cords of Sheol entangled me;

the snares of death confronted me.

In my distress | called upon the Lord;

tomy God | cried for help.

From his temple he heard my voice,

And my cry to himreached his ears. (Psalm 18:5-7)

Thereisalso suffering that we take upon us voluntarily. When you listen to your friend’s
worries, you notice that you, too, lose heart. Sometimes you may offer yourself on behalf of
your friend. Suffering for another person is a courageous choice in life. Christ Himself gave
us an example of how we shall love our neighbors, even though it would mean abstaining
from what is ours.

Suffering in our lives may aso be caused by our own bad decisons. When we make
wrong choices, we may have to suffer for the consequences of our stupid deeds.

ASSIGNMENT:
Share with others some suffering you have experienced.
Conclude whether your suffering is inexplicable, for the good of other people,
or your own fault.
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Suffering belongsto life, and it cannot be removed. Themessage of the Christianfaith though
isthat God doesnot leave you alone inyour suffering. WWhen someone near and dear to you dies,
sorrow may become so deep that you are filled with grief. Then it is wise to look for help.
Congregationsarrange grief-counsalling groups, and individual pastora care may also be available.
A psychologist or therapist may also be of support if you fed your grief is particularly acute.

God does not tempt anybody. There is not necessarily any purpose for suffering. Going
through suffering may sometimes deepen a person’s relationship with God. By consenting to
suffering, we acknowledge at the same time that God is the Almighty whom we cannot
understand. The pain of parting may lead to a new life.

In the song, “Itkemattomat itkut” lyrics by Anna-Mari Kaskinen, music by Petri L aakso-
nen, suffering is expressed. (In English, ‘Even If Tears Don't Come’; trandation by Heli
Tissari).

Kerran vield merkityksen saavat kaikki itkut, There'sareason for every tear we shed,

kaikki lyodyt haavat. for every wound we get, just not reveal ed yet.
aika kutoo suurta salaisuutta, Time with her brush paints
kivun kautta Jumala luo uutta. what’s hidden from us,
Mikaéan vaihe el voi menna hukkaan, God hasan aim
kyyneleetkin puhkeavat kukkaan. when we go through some pain.
Vaikkei silma vield ndhda saata, No phasein our lifeiswithout strife,
tuskakin on toivon kasvumaata. but what seems, isn't so bad,
we shall be glad.

W& cannot see it now, and can’t say how,
but all our toil is soil for hope: we'll cope.

A well-known negro spiritual seeks comfort from prayer.
Nobody Knows

Nobody knows the trouble I’ ve seen,
Nobody knows but Jesus.

Nobody knows the trouble I’ ve seen,
Glory, halleluja.

Sometimes I’ m up, sometimes I’ m down,
Oh yes, Lord.

Sometimes I’m almost to the ground,
Oh yes, Lord.

RECOMMENDED HYMNS:
When in the Hour of Deepest Need LBOW 303; Paiva vain ja hetki kerrallansa VK 338
Lost in the Night LBOW 394, Hyvyyden voiman ihmeelliseen suojaan VK 600

15. The Christian Hope — the best days are ahead

Faith, hope, and love belong to the life of a Christian. We can be convinced of God's
love through believing that Jesus died for us. Hope opens up new horizons even when we
experience distress. Love is God's gift to us. We experience God's Love and goodness every
day of our lives. To beloved and to show loveto other peopleisthe cdling of a Christian.
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Chrigtian hopeishopefor thefuture. Wehopethat God guides our lives. Christian hope dso
opens up aview to eternity. God so loved the world that He gave His Son asaransomfor the sins
of dl people. Thelove of God, which can be seen in Chrigt, touchesusthrough thework of theHoly
Spirit, especially when we read the Bible. Sometimeswe may experience God'sLoveinthewords
of another person.

Summary:
God'’s activity in the world can be shown diagrammatically as follows:

The Creator sent His Son Jesus to tell, through the work of the Holy Spirit, about His
love towards all people. It is His wish that, when people hear the call of the Holy Spirit, they
could again have Communion with God, ransomed by Jesus Christ.

Communion with God is the goa of the Christian life. The Bible speaks of heaven,
where faith will be changed into sight. Every baptized Christian is invited to the wedding
feast in heaven. There we shall see God. Eternal life is a secret, of which little can be known.
The prophet of the Book of Revelation lifts the vell of secrecy:

“Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. And | saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem.
Coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
And | hear aloud voice fromthethrone saying, ‘ See, the home of God isamong mortals.
Hewill dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; he
will wipe every tear fromtheir eyes, Death will be no more and crying and pain will be
no more, for thefirst things have passed away’” (Revelation 21:1-4).

Aninternationaly well-known song of American origin describesthe hope of aChristian.
We Shall Overcome

We shall overcome,

we shall overcome,

we shall overcome some day.
Oh, deep in my heart,

| do believe,

we shall overcome some day.

RECOMMENDED HYMNS:
Come, Thou Almighty King LBOW 522;
Jo mahtaisimme yo6ta ja paivaakin kiittdd VK 345
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Il THE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN FINLAND

Theword church means* belonging to the Lord”. The early Christiansbegan to gather at
homes soon after Pentecost in order to remember Jesus' resurrection and his teachings. They
also read the Old Testament and Paul’s letters, as well as the Gospels. They prayed, and
together enjoyed theLord' s Supper. The Church continuesthis spiritua missonto strengthen Chritians
inther faithand call all peopleto God'sKingdom. The Churchis God'speople. “TheChurchisthe
communion of saints where the Gospel is preached in its purity and the holy sacraments are
administered according to the Gospel” (TheAugsburg Confession VIl 1). A churchinacertain
locdlity is called acongregation, the membersof which are baptized Christians. Martin Luther sated
onthechurch:

W, too, were bornin the Gospel as heirs...through the Church. The Church teaches,
tends to us warmly, carries us in her womb, upon her lap, and in her arms, models
and makes us perfect according to the shape of Christ until we grow perfect...Thus
everything takes place through the office of the Word.

The word church aso means a church building, where a congregation gathers together.
In Finland, there are churches everywhere. Inthe countryside, the churchisofteninthemiddlie
of avillage. If you stand on a high place in Helsinki, you can see seven churches at a glance.
The Mediaeval stone churches reveal that Christianity has influenced the life of Finns already
for centuries. On the other hand, wooden churches indicate that even in small villages, people
wanted to build churches of their own. Newly constructed churches in the ever expanding
suburbs indicate that people want congregational halls built close to where they live. Some
churches are difficult to recognize as churches. An example of this is Temppeliaukio Church
located in the center of Helsinki. Itswhole structure was excavated from solid rock.

Judging from the Christian burial traditions, Christianity came to Finland as early asthe
ninth century. Finland was a mission field then. The Orthodox faith spread from the East. In
Finnish, the Slavonic loan words “risti”, “Raamattu”, and “pappi” mean “cross’, “Bible”,
and “minister” respectively. From the West came Roman Catholic influences. Finns learned
to know Chrigtianity initstwo main forms.

1. The Church and the State

In Finland, the Church and the State have carried out their duties in very close union.
During the Middle Ages (circa 1200-1500), the Church in Finland was Roman Catholic. It
had a strong legal and economic status. The church earned its income by collecting taxes
directly from the citizens. The King of Sweden was the head of the Church. The clergy of the
Churchand the civil servantsfor the Stateweretrained at the Cathedral School of Turku.

During the Reformation (in the sixteenth century), the Church changed to Lutheran,
when Mikael Agricolabrought the influences of the L utheran Church with him from Germany.
Following Luther, the church began to teach that man is saved only by faith for Christ’s sake.
Agricola trandated parts of the Bible into Finnish. Thus, he became the father of written
Finnish. During the Reformation, theideal wasthat each person could read the Biblein hisor her
own language. The King of Swedenwasstill though the head of the Church, and he confiscated
large amounts of Church property.
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During the Age of Orthodoxy and the Enlightenment (in the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries), it fill was compulsory for all to belong to the Lutheran Church. The Church administered
education and teaching. Parish clerkswere teachersintheir ownlocalities. TheAcademy of Turku
wasfounded to meet increasing educationd needs.

During the era of Russian rule (1809-1917), Finland was separated from Sweden and
gained a large degree of autonomy. The Orthodox Tsar of Russia acted as the head of the
Lutheran Church of Finland. The Church formed a decison-making body of its own: the
General Synod. The activities of the Church and therefore those of the State began to be
differentiated. At thistime, the first private schools were established. Elementary schools and
the Nationa Board of Education werealso established. Circulating elementary classes provided
by the Church continued to be the most important educational institution for citizens.

Fromthe period of Independence (1917-) the Church and the State have continued to be
differentiated. The State is now responsible for general compulsory education. In schools,
religion is taught to the pupils who belong to the Church. The Church is an administratively
independent entity under public law. The Church hasaright, based on the law, to collect taxes
from its members in connection with the collection of municipal taxes. The Church till has
societal obligations such as burials and the maintenance of graveyards.

The relationship between the State and the Church continues to change. A Freedom of
Religion Act was passed in 1922. According to this act, everyone has the right to confess
one'sown faith or not to confess any faith, aslong as one does not break the law, but observes
good manners. Previously, when we had a State Church, the State decided on matters of the
Church. Nowadays, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland is administratively
independent. It is caled a folk church, because the vast mgjority of people belong to the
Church (83.1% in 2005). The State and the Church have many common challenges, for example
the ethical discussionswhich have grown moreand more intensivein recent years. The Church
influencesthe citizens opinions by itsteaching of ethics.

Summary:
State church — All belong to the Church.
—The decision-making bodies of the Sate use their supreme power to
decide Church issues.
Folk church — Belonging to the Church is voluntary.
—Thedecrees of the Church are made by itsown administr ative bodies.

The Finnish school system has developed as a result of cooperation between the Church
and the State. The teaching of religion is one of its features. According to the Freedom of
Religion Act, amended in 2003, religious faith is a basic right of citizens. It is not only the
choice of an individual, but also part of community tradition. Church members receive
ingtruction intheir ownreligion at school. Students havetheright and also aduty to participate.
Non-church members may also participate. The Evangelical Lutheran Church aso provides
information about other faiths. For those who do not belong to any denomination, instruction
in philosophy of life, ethics and comparative religion is arranged. Instruction in minority
faithsis also arranged if there are enough of those who desire to receive it.

DISCUSS WITH YOUR TEACHER:
How is the centuries-long Christian tradition visible in Finland?
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RECOMMENDED HYMNS:
God Bless Our Native Land LBOW 569 Sun kdtes, Herra, voimakkaan VK 577

2. Worship service — Mass

Worship service or Massisacommon feast of the congregation and is held every holy day.
Church serviceisaplace where God nurtures our faith by serving us. From church service, weare
sent to our everyday liveswherewe then can serveour neighbors, and livein such away that brings
glory to God. According to theL utheran confession, acongregationiswheretheWord isproclaimed
and the holy sacramentsareadministered correctly.

The Sunday service ismogt often Communion service. All baptized Chrigtians may partake
of the Holy Communion (see the Holy Communion 1,12); Children may take Communion
together with their parents. All who are already confirmed may take Communion independently.

During the church service, the liturgist officiates at the altar and usually also preaches.
Together with an assisting minister, the presiding minister is responsible for the offering of
Communion. Deaconsor lay people who have beenauthorized to asss may assst with Communion.
The church musicianisresponsiblefor music, for conducting the choir, and for playing the organ,
if theredready isn't an organist inthe congregation. The churchmusician isassisted by members of
the congregation who sing inachoir, or play instruments. The whole congregation sings hymns.
Other peopleareaso involved, for instance, inthereading of the Scripture, the collection of offerings
or assisting with prayer of intercession.

Often those assisting with worship service contribute to other activities within the
congregation. You may become active yoursdf. Find out the practice of your own congregation
and volunteer! Some special worship services are prepared and directed to a certain group of
congregation members. There may be servicesfor young people, confirmation masses, end of
school year services, or outreach servicesfor peoplein acertain area. Internationa servicesin
different languages are organized in many of the biggest cities. The Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Finland also serves Finnish expatriates by organizing church servicesand ceremonies
for thosewho work abroad. Servicesmay also be arranged in tourist areas popular among Finns.

ASSIGNMENT:
What types of church services are offered by the church in your current home country?
Find out if there are church services offered in your mother tongue in the country
where you live.

Many Christian organizations also arrange special church services. For instance, . Thomas
Mass, which wasfirst celebrated at AgricolaChurchin Helainki, gatherstogether nearly athousand
people every week. At St. Thomas M ass, congregation members are more active and energetic.
Thereisaso awider variety of music. Christian counselling isalso availablethere. St. Thomas
Massesare held regularly inthelargest urban parishes.

Church services are the core activity of a congregation. During holiday seasons, such as
Christmas or Easter, more people generally attend church. Church services are also broadcast
regularly every Sunday. In addition, church services are telecast a couple times per month.
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Other devotional programs are broadcast ontheradio onaregular basis.

DISCUSS WITH YOUR TEACHER:
You may have heard people say that Finns are not religious because only a small
minority (2.5%) attends church services regularly. Why is this?

Suggested link:
Finnish church services on the Internet at www.verkkokirkko.fi

RECOMMENDED HYMNS:
God Himself Is Present LBOW 249 Oi kuinka ihana VK 200

3. The church year

The life of the congregation is guided by the Church year. Church services and other
religious ceremoniesreceivether contentsand character from the events of the salvation history
reflected in the Church year. The Biblical texts and themes of the holy daysrelate to the events
foregrounded inthe course of the Church year. Theliturgical colorsalso tell usabout thesethemes.
The mgor festivasof the Church year are the following:
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Liturgical colors

White - the color of glory, innocence, purity, and Eagter time
Purpleor blue - thecolor of expectation, preparing, and penitence
Red - the color of the Holy Spirit, fire, blood and witness
Green - the color of growth and vigor

Black - the color of grief for death

The Church year begins with Advent (Latin adventus = coming to); sometimes the first
Sunday in Advent is already in November. The liturgical color on the First Sunday in Advent
is white, thereafter purple or blue. In Advent, we prepare for the Nativity of the Savior. On
the first Sunday in Advent, we light one candle, and on every following Sunday, one more
candle is added until the fourth Sunday in Advent. The increasing candlelight relates to the
Nativity of Jesus, the Light of the World, which is coming near. A further theme of the Advent
SeasonisJesus return at theend of history.

RECOMMENDED HYMNS:
Prepare the Royal Highway LBOW 26, K&y, kansa, Herraasi vastaan VK 6

Christmas (white) is celebrated on the 25" of December. During Christmastime schools
are on break. Many people attend church during Christmastime. The hours of devotion on
Christmas Eve and the worship service on Christmas morning celebrate Christ’s birth. The
Favourite Christmas Carols, Kauneimmat joululaulut in Finnish, are especidly popular
occasions, gathering peopleto sing together, and serving to benefit foreign missionary work.

In Finland, Christmas is primarily a family festival, which children await using advent
calendars. On Christmas Eve, people gather together for the traditional Christmas dinner.
Carols, games, and exchanging Christmas presents in the presence of Santa Claus, are al
connected with the celebration of Christmas. Finns, who live abroad, often try to organize
Christmas celebrations that resemble Christmas in Finland. Epiphany (white) is the fina
Christmas celebration. It is celebrated to commemorate the visit by the Three Magi to the
manger inwhich Jesuswaslying.

ASSIGNMENT:
Compare the traditions of the different Christmas celebrations you know.

RECOMMENDED HYMNS:
From Heaven Above LBOW 51 = Enkeli taivaan VK 2!

Easter is the climax in the history of salvation. It is celebrated on a Sunday in late
Marchor earlyApril. It ispreceded by Lent, the period of forty days before Easter. During Lent, it
isgood to stop to consider our Lord'slast days on earth. The week before Easter is called Holy
Week. In the evenings during this week some parishes organize evening services with action
sermons which follow the story of Christ’s Passion. In some parishes, you can participate in
so-caled Easter pilgrimages by walking through several rooms dedicated to the different
stages of Christ’sjourney to the Cross.
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On Maundy Thursday (purple or blue) we commemorate the institution of the Holy
Communion. On Good Friday (black) we stop to reflect on Jesus death on the cross. The
events culminate with the joyful resurrection festival on Easter (white). In addition to services
and devotion hours, many people attend various kinds of concerts and passions (musical
narratives) during the Holy Week; different congregations have their owntraditionsin arranging
them.

Summary:
Easter iscelebrated on thefirst Sunday after the full moon (March 22—April 25) after the
vernal equinox (March 21).

ASSIGNMENT:
What is ‘Good Friday’in your own language?
What does it reveal about the celebration?

RECOMMENDED HYMNS:
O Sacred Head, Now Wounded LBOW 117 = Oi rakkain Jeesukseni VK 63
That Easter Day with Joy was Bright LBOW 15, Lensi maahan enkeli VK 88

Ascension Day (white), the festival of Christ’s ascension to heaven, is celebrated forty
days after Easter. Pentecost (red), the birthday of the congregation, is celebrated fifty days
after Easter inremembrance of the pouring out of the Holy Spirit. The Finnishword “helluntai”
is based onthe Swedish language: “helig dag” means“holy day”. Inother languages, Pentecost
isnamed after the Greek word pentekoste (thefiftieth).

RECOMMENDED HYMS:
Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord LBOW 163; Henki, armon tuoja VK 199

Thefirst Sunday after Pentecost istheday of The Holy Trinity (white). Thisholy day signifies
thework of theunseen TriuneGod intheworld. It also ushersinthe second haf of the Church year,
marked by arelative lack of festivals. Subsequent Sundays are numbered according to theorder in
which they comeafter Pentecost.

RECOMMENDED HYMNS:
Come, Thou Almighty King LBOW 522, Me kiitdmme sinua VK 126

One festival in the season after Pentecost (the general color green) is Midsummer,
“juhannus’ in Finnish, (white), celebrated in remembrance of St. John the Baptist. In early
October, thereis Michad masor the Sunday of . Michael and All Angels (white). Angels, God's
messengers, arecelebrated at Michaglmas.

All Saints' Day (red or white) is celebrated at the beginning of November by lighting
candles on the graves of close relatives. This prominent festival, important to Finnish culture,
is celebrated by commemorating the faithful departed. The last Sunday in the Church year
(green) reminds us that Christ is the King and the Lord. On the Day of Judgement, we are
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called to account for our livesbefore God.

RECOMMENDED HYMNS:
For All your Saints, O Lord LBOW 176, Rauhan saivat pyhat Herran VK 146

4. Church ceremonies, sacraments and rites

Baptismisthemost important of churchrites. In Baptism, God joins maninthe fellowship of
Jesus Christ and takes him asamember of his Church. In Baptism, one becomes amember of the
congregation. The baptism ceremony isalso called christening, because, in baptism, thesign of the
crossis marked above the person to be baptized as a sign that the person has been joined to the
Chrigtianfellowship. Baptismisofficiated by apastor. Emergency bapti smcan be officiated by any
Christianif thereisreason to believethat the newborn will not survive after birth. Baptismisthen
later affirmed inthe ceremony of Affirmation of Baptism, which resembleschristening. Thechild is
not baptized again, however, asbaptismisaunique event.

The majority of Finns (about 87% in 2003) are baptized as infants. This follows the old
tradition of most magjor Christian churches, according to which God's blessing and gifts are
also intended for children. Baptismis already in itself a worship service. Baptism takes place
at home or at the parish premises. It iscustomary to invite family and friendsto celebrate. The
baptism ceremony connects different generations. Grandparents are often the guests of honor
on this occasion.

The infant to be baptized needs at least two godparents, chosen by the child's parents.
The task of the godparent is to lend spiritual support to the infant and to pray for him or her.
Therefore only a confirmed member of the Church can be agodparent. The godparents should
be chosen carefully. An adult not previously baptized can also receive baptism. A person
baptized as an adult, must first go to confirmation classes for adults. A person baptized as an
adult also needs two godparents to serve as support persons for his or her spiritual life.

RECOMMENDED HYMNS.
Take My Life, that | May Be LBOW 406, Jeesus, saavun kutsustasi VK 234

The Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church follows the tradition of infant baptism of the
old churches. Baptizing children has been anintegral part of the Finnishway of lifefor centuries.
The christening ceremony isan important event for the parentsand all the family. In christening,
the parents give the child a name by which he or she will be known for the rest of his or her
life. God, too, knows the child by this name.

After joining the Church, the child isamember of the Church. According to the Freedom
of Religion Act of 2003, a child’'s religious status is no longer automatically determined by
that of hisor her guardians. The child’sguardians need to specifically expresstheir will for the child
to join or to leave ardigiouscommunity. A child cannot becomeamember of the Lutheran Church
if neither of their parentsisamember. A child’sright of self-determination wasreinforced so that a
12-year-old child’srdligious status can only be changed with hisor her own consent. A 15-year-old
can ill join or leave areligious community on hisor her own by the written consent of hisor her
guardians. An 18-year-old can independently decideon hisor her religious status.
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Church membership guarantees congregationd rights. A baptized and confirmed member of
the congregation may independently partake of the Holy Communion. After the confirmation class
and subsequent confirmation, at the age of 18, he or sheisalowed to vote inthe Parish Elections.
Heor sheisaso digibleto beacandidatefor the Parish Board or Parish Council.

I n connection withthe baptismd rite, thechild’sname, native language, and religiousaffiliation
arerecorded inthe state civil registry office. The child of Finnish citizensisthen aso recorded asa
Finnish citizenand asamember of the parish inwhose areahe or shelives. Thisprincipleof parochia
church activity meansthat there canonly be one Evangelical Lutheran parishinalocdity. Therefore,
Church membersinacertain geographica aread| belong to the same parish. Accordingly, following
this same principle, the dioceses inthe Finnish Church have been regionaly divided into parishes
that cover thewhole country. At the beginning of 2006 there were 548 parishes.

Without a permanent residence permit, an immigrant cannot be accepted as a member of
the Church. An immigrant though may be baptized and become a member of a Lutheran
Church outside Finland. If the person is baptized into some other Christian community, he or
she should first find out if thetwo churches accept each other’s baptismand ask for apermission
to be baptized. The Bishops Conferenceis preparing a proposal that a person on a short-term
residence permit in Finland could also become a member of the Church.

Finnish expatriates will remain members of their Finnish home parishes as long as they
remain Finnish citizens. When a Finnish citizen is born abroad prior to being baptized, an
appropriate form must be acquired from the Finnish Consular office for registering a new
Finnish citizen in the Finnish population register. He or she will be registered in the parish
where his or her parent or parents are noted as absent members. In practice, this means the
parish, from which the parents emigrated abroad. The form will have the child’s first name(s)
and last name, as well as the full names and parishes of the godparents. The form is then
handed to the baptizing pastor, unless otherwise agreed. The entry in the population register
must take place no later than two monthsfrom the child’sbirth. It iseasiest done in connection
with the child’'s baptism; recommended within two months. The child then aso becomes a
member of the local Finnish expatriate congregation. Should this not exist, the child will be
baptized as a member of a parish of the Church in Finland. See www.evl.fi/ulkosuomalaiset
for detailed instructionsand theformto befilled.

At Confirmation, which follows the Confirmation Class, God strengthens those who
have completed their Confirmation Class. The congregation prays for them, and they are
blessed. During the Confirmation ceremony, the person being confirmed commits to being a
disciple of Jesus by joining in the creed. After Confirmation, he or she may independently
partake of the Holy Communion and also is entitled to become a godparent. After reaching
the voting age of 18, he or she may be a candidate for positions of trust in the parish. In
Finland, Confirmation is a memorable event for families. Most of the people who take the
Confirmation Class areteenagers on their way towardsindependence and adulthood.

Summary:.
Adult Baptismdso includes Confirmation.

ASSIGNMENT:
Discuss your own Confirmation arrangements with your teacher.
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RECOMMENDED HYMNS:
Take My Life, that | May Be LBOW 406, Jeesus, saavun kutsustasi VK 234

The Churchmarriage ceremony isboth alegal and holy religious act, where God isasked to
blessthemarriage. Marriageisthe foundation for establishing afamily. Inmarriage, partnerscommit
to each other in publicin front of witnesses. Partners may haveether achurch or acivil wedding.
Eight out of ten couples choose achurch wedding. Finnish people choosetheir spousesthemselves
and get married on their own freewill. Parenta interferenceisnot regarded asproper. Eventhough
the Church doesnot recommend it, it has become common for couplesto livetogether inacommon-
law marriage before being legdly wedded. Most people get married whenthey wishto have children.

A Church Wedding is possible if both partners are confirmed members of the Finnish
Evangelical Lutheran Church. Should either one of the engaged partners not be a member of
the Lutheran Church, the couple can still have a church wedding if the non-member is a
member of some other Christian church or denomination. It is possible therefore to have an
international wedding if the foreigner belongs to some other Christian church. The wedding
can also be performed hilingually. If a Church Wedding is not possible, the couple can have a
civil wedding. Such a marriage can then be blessed in a church ceremony.

The MarriageAct, according to thelaw of Finland, coversmarriage and divorce aswell asthe
rightsand duties of the marriage partners. Aninformative brochureonthe MarriageAct isavailable
from Parish Officesand other population register keepers. Those planning to get married will recelve
the brochure upon request where possible impedimentsto marriage are explained. For achurch
wedding aforeigner’sbackground isaso investigated, in accordance with Finnish law, inorder to
determineif thereanything would prevent themfrom getting married. The personto be married must
be minimum 18 years of age, aconfirmed member of the L utheran Church, eligiblefor marriage by
marital status, and not kin to the personto whom they will be married.

Whenthe marriage ceremony is performed abroad, aFinnish pastor isusually only allowed to
blessthemarriage after acivil ceremony or amarriage ceremony taken placein some other Chris-
tian church. Some Finnish pastorshave officid wedding rightsin specified countries. A prerequisite
for thewedding is an examination of potentid impedimentsto marriage. For this, it isnecessary to
acquireacertificate fromhisor her population register office. The certificate can be attained seven
daysafter the completed form hasarrived at the population register. Marriage laws are different in
different countries. Therdigious denominations of thewedding couple aso have an effect on how
the wedding ceremony can be performed. If you plan on getting married abroad, remember to
contact the appropriate authority intimeto find out how to proceed according to law.

RECOMMENDED HYMNS:
For the Beauty of the Earth LBOW 561 Herra, rakkaastani VK 24!

At afuneral, the congregation blessessthe deceased to hisor her last journey with prayers,
trusting in God’sWord. Thefamily of the deceased findssupport and comfort inthe Christian hope.
For aChrigtian, death doesnot mean theend of everything. It isonly agateway to eternd lifewhere
Chrigt isresurrected and rules over death. Theburial service givesthefamily achanceto grieveand
remindsthose present of theinevitability of their own degth. Inlaying thedeceased tore<t, thefocus
isupon the proclamation of Resurrection’shope and salvationin Chrigt.

The mgjority of Finnshave achurch funeral inacalm and peaceful manner. Church parishes
maintain graveyards. Persons who are not members of the Church can also be buried
inthe graveyards maintained by the Church. Often, the most beautiful garden inthe areacan be
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found in thegraveyard. Church gardens allow oneto seek solace at the grave of the beloved by
remembering him or her, and by being reminded of one’'sown mortality.

Aswegrieve over the degth of aloved one, the Congregation supportsus. Followingaloss, it
isbest to talk with apastor at aparish office. Thefuneral arrangements can be discussed and when
the parish can hold the funeral. The funeral will beheld no later than afew weeks after the death.
Thisgivesrelativestime to prepare themselvesand have al the arrangements completed without
hurry. Thepastor will also recommend afunerd home, whichwill handlefuneral arrangementsinthe
manner desired by thereatives.

RECOMMENTED HYMNS:
| Know of a Sleep in Jesus’Name LBOW 342; Pois kirkas suvi kulkee VK 249

In Finnish culture, the deceased have always been respected. Some features may already
date back to ancient traditions where food was taken to the graves of the dead at certain times.
Today, respect for the family’s deceased membersisexpressed by lighting candles on the graves of
the beloved, both onAll Saints Day and on Chrigmas Eve. It isdefinitely worthwhilegoing to the
churchyard to seethis. A seaof candlesin thememorial groveisanuplifting sight. It tellsof the
longing to be connected with those who have passed away. At the sametime, it proclaimsthat desth
doesnot havethelast say. Behind death, there can be seen the hope of eternal lifefor the sake of
Christ’sresurrection.

5. Types of parish work

Parishes conduct a wide spectrum of activities. People of all ages can participate in
various activities within their own age group even if not a church member. Here are some of
the typical activities provided by the congregation.

Children’swork is done e.g. in Sunday schools. Sunday School is a worship service for
children where they are given the opportunity to be still and feel that our Heavenly Father is
taking care of them. At Sunday School, children receive insight into Bible stories. They sing,
do crafts, draw and play. Sunday schools are primarily meant for children aged 4 and above,
but thewholefamily canaso comeaong. Sometimes, Sunday School canbearranged Smultaneoudy
with the sermon during the communion service.

In some parishes, it is customary to send the parents of baptized children aninvitation to
afamily club. Children’sday clubsareclubsfor 3to 6 year-olds meeting on weekday mornings or
afternoonsfor 1.5to 3hoursat atime. A trained church nursery teacher dwaysdirectstheclub. The
clubsaimat teaching childrenthe Christian faith, supporting parentsintheir child rearing task aswell
as supporting childrenin their growth and development in a comprehensive manner. For school
children, there are afternoon clubs at the end of the school day.

RECOMMENDED HYMNS:
Children of the Heavenly Father LBOW 474, Jumalan kdmmenelld VK 499

A juniors program exists for 7-14 year olds. Activitiesinclude cooperation with schools,
various boys' and girls' clubs and camps and excursions.
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The most popular types of juniors’ program are various clubs, e.g. sport clubs, that are
opento al. Themeetingsalso feature teaching of the Christian faith. Many clubsneed interested
parishioners to lead the clubs.

RECOMMENDED HYMNS.
From God can Nothing Move Me LBOW 468 Taivaan Isé suojan antaa VK 503

The percentage of Finns attending Confirmation Class is about 90%. This is a higher
percentage than the total of 15-year-old Finns belonging to the church. Confirmation Classis
a part of congregational life, during which young people learn more about the faith of the
Church and the meaning of Baptism. The aim is that Confirmation Class participants would
be strengthened in their faith for the Triune God into which they were taken in the Holy
Baptism and that they would grow in love to their neighbours and live in prayer and in
communion with the congregation. The popularity of the Confirmation Class in Finland is
partly a result of well-organized, patient work among the youth. Full-time youth workers,
who include youth leaders and pastors, conduct thiswork. After attending Confirmation Class,
many people who did not previously belong to the Church, decide to be baptized and become
members of the Church. They are then confirmed after finishing the Confirmation Class. One
can also attend Confirmation Class without even wishing to become a Church member. The
common age for Confirmation Class attendance is 15. Whereas the classroom attendance of
Confirmation Classisfree, thereisachargefor attending camps.

Summary:

The Confirmation Classtakes about half a year. It can include weekend camps, a longer
termcamping period, participation in the activities of the congregation, and teachingin
the evenings.

One, who did not have the chance to go to the Confirmation Class as an adolescent, can
attend classes in connection with military service. Increasingly, congregations also organize
private Confirmation preparation. Often, it is a question of someone wishing to have a Chris-
tian marriage and who, for some reason or other, did not go to the Confirmation Class earlier
in life. The duration of the Confirmation Class for adults is at least 20 hours. For adults,
teaching is also provided in groups.

Congregational Youth Work is closely tied with Confirmation Class. It includes, for
instance, the training of the voluntary peer helpers called “isoset” for the following years
Confirmation Classes. Youth Work provides the young opportunities to deepen their spiritual
life and ponder the questions of life together with others. This work is often done during
youth evenings and Bible study groups. The running of Youth Cafés, safe havens for youth
gatherings, has become popular. It also offers volunteers opportunities to participate in
congregational life. The Church’s youth work is opento all. Init, immigrants, too, canfind a
good and safemodel on how to live as young people intheir new homeland.

Youth Work varies in type. The usua kinds of activities include courses, camps, and
excursions. Many congregations have activities for young musicians, such as choirs or bands.
There are ds0 congregations which support those struggling with alcohol or drug abuse through
special youth work. Groups of volunteers do street work, render assistance at youth meetings,
and provide pastoral care. There are aso activitiesaimed at individuals and groups with special
needs.
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RECOMMENDED HYMNS:
Lord, Take my Hand and Lead Me LBOW 333 Herra, kddellasi VK 517

Diaconiaisservice based upon Chrigtian charity. Church Law tipulatesthat every congregetion
must appoint aperson responsible for diaconal work. Christian diaconiaaims at meeting people
who are otherwise out of reach of other type of help. Earlier, diacona work took place mainly
among the elderly in the congregation. Today; it isfocused increasingly upon helping immigrants, the
unemployed, or thoseotherwise disadvantaged inlife.

Service does not only mean practical assistance. It can also be help through discussion
and pastoral counseling. Diaconia workers meet people everyday during normally scheduled
office hoursaswell at private homes, and variousinstitutes. For thosein different life situations,
Diaconiapersonnd aso organize clubs, recreationd activities, outings, and camps. Specia church
festivals and celebrationsare organized aswell. They also cooperate hand in hand with volunteer
organizationsand socia and hedlth care professonals.

The objective of diaconia is to teach us to take responsibility for people around us. It
providesfor each and everyone an opportunity to participate in voluntary work for supporting
those in need. Diaconia work though is not only the domain of diaconia workers. It is the
responsibility of all Christians to care for their neighbours. There are indeed a large number
of volunteers in the congregation doing diaconal work

ASSIGNMENT:
Find out from a diaconia worker in your congregation what type of volunteer work
is on offer.

RECOMMENDED HYMNS:
Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace LBOW 419; Tdn&dan tdssd maailmassa VK 441

Music Work is a traditional field for the Church. In different cultures, the Christian
church has always used music as a tool for building bridges and conveying its message.
Congregational music is in professional hands, those of the Church Musician. There can be
more than one Church Musician in aparish, depending upon its size. The Church Musician or
the Organist hasresponsbility for the music during church servicesand ceremonies. Moreover,
the Church Musician is the choir and bandleader, and supervises their concert activities. The
Church Musician also builds cooperation with local music schools and institutes. The purpose
is to create a lively music program for the Church; an important part of congregation life.
Organs are the most common church instrument. Church music, in Finland, tends to be based
upon the classical style. These days though, the choice of music is becoming more diversified.
Gospel and ethno music, for instance have been introduced with interest. The Church Musician
may be pleasantly surprised if you would offer your own musical skills as a means of adding
to themusicd life of the congregation.

Finnish churchgoers have aways been strong in the hymn tradition. In past centuries,
the Hymnal has been the traditional educator of the people. For along time, it was the only
book found inhomes. The 1701 edition of the Hymnal contained strong language and remained
inusefor nearly two hundred years. Thefirst Finnish language Hymnal by Jaakko Finno, was
published in 1583. The Hymnal, in use today, contains music arising from different Christian
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traditions. The singing together of the congregation, “ veisuu” in Finnish, isan integral part of
Lutheran church life. Today, the Hymnal also contains forms and liturgies of church services,
ceremonies, sacraments and rites. The Hymnal, along with the Bible, is abasic book for every
homelibrary.

ASSIGNMENT:
Study the contents of the Hymnal. How are the hymns divided in groups?

Family Work supports parents with child rearing. Congregations provide parents an
opportunity to meet in Family Clubs and discuss questions concerning their children’s
upbringing. In immigrant families, children quickly adopt the values and customs of the
Finnish youth. Sometimes, this creates tension inside families. Help isavailable for parentsin
thissituation. Family Work may also be directed to supporting marriages. Many congregations
organize courses for couples planning to marry. The program is known as “ Inter-Current” ,
“Mrtaavalillamme’ in Finnish. Mogt Parish Unionsemploy marriage counsdlors. When marriage
partners come from different cultures, it is recommended that they share their concerns with
people in similar situation or seek specialized marriage counseling. You can confidently turn
to Church Family Workersin these matters.

Parish Unions aso maintain Family Counseling Centers. Their basic task is, through
Christian based discussions and therapy, to help adults with their family problems and life
crises. Family Counseling Centers attempt to clarify questions pertaining to marriage, family,
and other close personal relationships. Those needing help can come alone, in couples, or as
a family. Besides offering counseling, most Centers also act as mediators in family disputes.
The Centers also provide guidance and training to those working with families. Family
counselors are sworn to absolute secrecy. You can seek help from Family Counseling Centers,
even if you do not belong to the Evangelical Lutheran Church. International Marriage
Counseling, offered inlanguages other than Finnish, isalso availableto anincreasing degree.

ASSIGNMENT:
Find out where the Family Counseling Center nearest to you is located.

Adult Work is the name for congregation activities provided for those of working age.
These include Bible study groups, voluntary diaconal work and game and sauna evenings.
Most congregations aso run grief groups for those who have recently lost loved ones. In
these groups, the grieving can cometo termswith their anxiety after the death of aloved one.

Missionary Work is the responsibility of every congregation. It isa privilege to share the
liberating message of Jesus Christ all over the world through words as well as deeds. In
Finland, the Church’s missionary organizations send out missionaries. Congregations often
adopt missionaries of their own, who visit the congregation when leaving for and coming
from the field. During the service term of office, the congregation pledges to pray for their
adopted missonary and for the people he or she encountersin hisor her work. The congregation
also givesfinancia support to their appointed missionary. The Mission Secretary isresponsble
for organizing missionary work in the congregation. Participation in missionary work is part
of bearing theresponghility of aChrigtian.
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RECOMMENTED HYMNS
O God of Every Nation LBOW 416, Ylitse kaikkien rajojen VK 429

Pastoral counseling is closely tied to al forms of work in the congregation. It is needed
whenever an individual needs alistener. The Pastor and the Parish L ector are sworn to secrecy
regarding any confidences shared during their counseling. You can turn to acongregation worker
whenwanting to unburden your mind.

More than a million people of Finnish origin live outside Finland. The Church’s work
with Finnish expatriates is the responsbility of the Unit Ministry to Finns Abroad, which is
under the Department of International Relations. The unit works in close cooperation with
sister churches of the respective countries, with the Finnish Seamen’s Mission, and with
missionary organizations. Finnish expatriatestake responsbility for carrying out congregational
work in Finnish. They act in their communities as mature Christians. Ministry to FinnsAbroad
encourages Christians to bear responsihility for the churches of their new home country and
its Finnish congerational work. In many countries, Finns can become members of the local
Lutheran church or a church that is ecumenically similar. When this has not been possible,
Finns have established “ congregations” of their own. Finnish culture and values are appreciated
in thiswork. Finnish expatriate work is flexible, in that congregational services adapt to the
shifting needs of Finns wherever they are located. Work is developed in cooperation with the
local churches.

ASSIGNMENT:
Find out what kind of activities your congregation has for immigrants.

Nearly al congregations maintain updated information of their activities on the Internet.
You canfind theweb sitefor your home congregationat: http://.evl.fi

6. Parish workers

Each parishisheaded by avicar. The Finnish name “kirkkoherra” datesback to the Swedish
“kyrkoherde” which means* church shepherd”. Other ministersinthe parish are called curates
(second pastors) and parish pagtors. Ministers arein charge of leading church services, baptiams,
weddings, funerals, aswell as partakein other congregational activities based upon either the type
of parishwork (e.g. diaconiaor missions) or the parishlocation for which they are responsible.
Beforewomen were permitted to be clergy, female theologiansworked as parish lectors. To this
day, agmall number of women still work inthiscapacity. Management of the congregation’sfinances
isthe responsibility of the treasurer, or director of finance, both positionsrequiring an economic
degree.

The music life of the congregation is led by Church Musicians. Diaconia workersact in
the field of Christian service. There are two types of Diaconiaworkers. The first has received
basic training in nursing care and is called Deaconess. The second typeis a specialized social
worker and is called Deacon. Youth leaders in the congregation provide programs for juniors
and youth as well as contribute to confirmation classes. The Children's Work Counsellor
together with children’sworkersisresponsible for directing day and family clubs. The Mission
Secretary isresponsiblefor activitiesrelated to missionary work. The staff of the Parish Office
are responsible for various services, such as buria plot arrangements. The Parish Office of
Financeisresponsiblefor the finance and administration of the Parish.
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The Finnish Evangelical-L utheran Church ownsalot of real estate. The person overseeing
Church property hasbeentraditionally called a church custodian. Working closdly withthe church
custodian is the church janitor. The church janitor manages congregational residences, camp
centers, churchyards, graveyards, and other congregational real estate. The Church’'sgraveyards,
in particular, demand large numbers of seasonal workers. The Church camp centers employ
housekeepersand other staff who organize congregationa occasions.

Parisheslocated in the same municipality forma Parish Union. In some cases, neighboring
congregations can, if desired, form such a union. The Union parishes can decide upon joint
management of some activities. They may together employ family counse ors, work counselors,
hospital chaplains, educational institute wor kers, and immigrant workerswho may themselves
beimmigrants.

The Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church employs many people full time. The table
below shows the number of people working in various congregational fields during 2005:

Number of Church Personnel and Person Years 2005

Task group No.

Workers  Person years
Parish clergy 2197 2008
Parish lectors 24 21
Hospital chaplaincy 130 113
Family counseling 169 150
Church musicians 962 871
Diaconia 1448 1300
Youthwork 1355 1148
Children’s work 2783 1994
Other parish work 557 255
Total parish work 9 625 7 860
Administration and office work 2706 2410
Real estate and ancillary staff 3967 2920
Graveyard work 4323 1769
Other 606 402
Total 21 227 15 361

The large number of employees enables the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church to
work on a wide front. In comparison with many other churches, there are alarge number of
permanent full-time workers. This aso has its downside. Finnish congregational life has
become employee-centred. Correction of this distortion has been attempted by giving
congregation members the opportunity to volunteer for activities and to bear responsihility.
Many members have indeed taken up the opportunity and volunteer for work as club leaders,
helpersinconfirmation classes, voluntary diaconiaworkers, on duty chapel parishioners, prayer
intercessors, or assistantsin church services. At times, volunteersalso take over custodia duties.
Congregationswhere membersorganize activitieson their own arelivelier and more extroverted. A
congregation thoughisnot equa to parishworkers. A congregation isanassembly of Chrigtians.
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7. The special types of work in the Church

The Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church hasdifferent types of Special Work designed to
meet the needs of special groups. One of these, for example, is the telephone helpline. It
provides help for people who have nowhere else to turn. The caller can speak anonymously.
During the call, he or she will be coached into finding the best solution for their particular
situation. Everything takes place on a deeply individual basis. Standard pre-packaged style
answers to life questions are avoided. Judging from the popularity of the helpline, many find
it a good opportunity to sort out matters that hurt. Anybody can call and receive help by
discussing his or her life crises, fears, sorrows and worries. Finns even find spiritual matters
easier to discuss, when they do not have to revea their names. Volunteers on duty have been
trained to refer callers, when necessary, to seek professiond help.

Summary:
In Finland, the telephone counselling is available at tel: 10071.

Hospital chaplaincy has along tradition. A Hospital Chaplain works with patients, their
relatives and the hospital staff in administering pastoral counseling. Hospital Chaplains also
receive outpatients. Pastoral counseling discussions form the core of a Hospital Chaplain's
work. Tasks aso include organizing services, and hours of devotion, and Holy Communion.
Hogspitd Chaplainsalso officiate a Church ceremonies, which are last ritesand funera services.
Some of the most recent tasks have involved grief counseling, debriefing group during crises
and major disaster preparedness. Hospital Chaplains may participate in hospital ethicd boards
aswell assupport the staff.

Military Chaplains are employed by the State. The Church’'s work among the Defense
Forces began in the 1920s. Military Chaplains are responsible for proclaiming God’'s Word
and for overseeing Confirmation Classes for those in the army. To handle crises, some clergy
are trained as Conscript Pastors. As arule, they assist Military Chaplains with spiritual work
within the barracks. The greatest need is being there for the soldiers. Military pastoral
counseling requires an active presence, staying right with the conscripts, their trainers and
their leaders. In our Archbishop’s words, “during the past 80 years, military chaplains have,
intheir work, sat beside the wounded, dying, anxiety ridden, restless, and those fearing eternal
damnation. They have stood by those facing tough decisons. Most often, chaplains have
been there just to listen to those worrying about loved ones back home as well as those
approaching the limits of their mental and physical strength. The working conditions vary,
but thisvision of thework holds.”

Full-time Prison Chaplains and Deacons are employed by the State. Their task is to
provide pastoral counseling for prisoners and prison staff. They arrange for devotional hours
and regular church servicesat prisons. Many congregational workers also work with prisoners
in addition to their regular duties. Together with volunteers, Prison Chaplains also attempt to
help foreign prisoners. There are many who have no one visiting them while in prison. For
volunteerswith language skills, thereisalot to do at prisons, e.g. leading aBible Study group.

The am of the Church’s work for criminals is to ensure that Christian counseling is
conducted inthe spirit of religiousfreedomaso in correctional institutions. Work for criminals
isoneway to influence state criminal policy fromthe viewpoint of Christian faith. The Church’s
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work for criminals organizes training for full-time Prison DiaconiaWorkersand Prison Pastoral
Counselors. Cooperation withthe police has adso intensified in the 1990s. The police cooperate
with congregational workers in supporting accident victims and next of kin. At present, there
is one full-time Police Chaplain working on the Police department’s payroll. This Chaplain
provides pastoral counseling to crime victims and police staff. These types of cooperation
indicate the respect felt for the Churchin society.

Congregations cooperate on a wide front with various organizations in society. Within
Youth Work, for example, the Church works, on many issues, hand in hand, with municipal
organizations. Likewise, the Church maintains contact with schools and the educational field
in general.

8. The revival movements and ordinary people’s faith

There are various religious movements prevailing within the Churches. Some of the
well-known spiritual leaders are Augustine, Benedict, Francis of Assisi, Ignatius of
Loyola, John Wesley, Martin Luther, Mikael Agricola and Mother Teresa.

Within the Finnish Church, there are many Revival Movements that have first formed as
small intimate circles but later, have spread around the whole country. These movements
found their origin in spiritual awakening where matters of faith became the most important
part of life. These movements have criticized the Church for not paying enough attention to
personal salvation in its activities. Nevertheless the movements chose to remain within the
Church. Devotional meetings (seurat) of these religious movements generally take place on
the Church premises where members and congregational workers alike can participate as
ligenersand speakers.

The largest of these revivalist movements is lestadiolaisuus (Laestadianism). Its origin
isin northern Sweden, in the proclamation of Lars Levi Laestadius (1800-1861), who was a
Swedish minister in the 19" century. He was a strong Pietistic preacher of repentance, who
used violent language against people’s sinful lives and against their alcohol abusein particular.
In Laestadian meetings, participants were overcome by spells of emotion, and when reaching
a state of revival; they confessed their sins and received grace in Christ. The hallmark of the
movement isthat the preacher grants absolution individually to the listeners through the name
and blood of Jesus. Many Laestadian preachers are laymen. Today the movement is split in
several factions. The greatest and most influential movement is the Conservative L aestadians,
whose (suviseurat) summer mass meetings is attended by 80,000 participants. The
movement’s sphere of influence is mainly the Diocese of Oulu in northern Finland, but it has
also spread elsewherein Finland. Nevertheless, lessthan 5 percent of congregational workers
clamaffiliation with Laestadionism. The movement has preserved its lay leadership, regardless
of the fact that there are a number of ministers working inside the movement. The umbrella
organization for Conservative Laestadionism is Suomen Rauhanyhdistysten Keskusyhdistys
(SRK). The most important activities of the organization are foreign and domestic missionary
work, work among children and adolescents, and publishing. Apart from Conservative
Laestadianism, other factions of the Laestadian revivalist movement are Uusherays (the
Laestadian New Revival), Esikoislestadiolaisuus (the Firstborn Laestadianism), and Rauhan
Sana (the Word of Peace). The movement uses many songbooks; e.g. Sionin laulut (Songs of
Zion) used by the Conservative L aestadians.
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RECOMMENDED HYMNS:
Make Songs of Joy LBOW 150; Aurinkomme yldsnousi VK 105

The Pietistic movement called her&nnaisyys (The Awakened) came about at the beginning
of the 19" century in northern Savo province under the influence of Paavo Ruotsalainen
(1777-1852), an active lay preacher. The movement has been described aslowly Christianity.
One'sown spiritual experiencesare nothing to brag about, but the adherents simply lean onthe
Grace that God has promised in his Word. This is so despite the fact that, in the early
stages of the movement, there also were ecstatic phenomena, such as falling and speaking in
tongues. The Awakened have their strongest sphere of influence in Ostrobothnia on the west
coast, in northern Savo and northern Kareliain eastern Finland. The Awakened work in good
cooperation with local congregations. As many as two thirds of the parishes organize Pietistic
revival meetings. More than half of the Finnish clergy participates in these meetings either
regularly or occasionally. Every fifth congregation worker and every tenth elected official
claim affiliation to the movement. The influence of the Awakened on the life of the Finnish
Evangelical Lutheran Church is therefore quite large. The Awakened activities are organized
by acentral association, called Heréttgja yhdistys. The name of the songbook of the movement
isSioninvirret (Hymnsof Zion).

RECOMMENDED HYMNS:
All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night LBOW 278;
Tastdkin péaivéstd tahdon nyt kiittdd VK 56!

A split in the Pietistic movement brought about evankeelisuus (the Finnish Evangelical
Movement). The movement’s leader Fredrik Gabriel Hedberg (1811-1893) mainly worked in
Varsnais-Suomi. Varsnais-Suomi and Ostrobothniaboth remainastronghold of thiswidely spread
movement. In the movement the stress is upon the rejoicing of God's Grace, gratitude, and
the gift of Baptism. Membersof the Evangelical Movement work more often aselected officias
in congregations than members of other revival movements. The umbrella organization of
the Finnish Evangelical Movement is Suomen Luterilainen Evankeliumiyhdistys (SLEY),
Lutheran Evangelical Association in Finland (LEAF) in English. The organization has a
Swedish-language sister organization, Svenska Lutherska Evangeliféreningen i Finland
(SLEF), Swedish Lutheran Evangelical Association in Finland (SLEAF). Both organizations
are also engaged in missionary work. In the Finnish Evangelical movement they use
the songbook Sionin kannel (Zion's Zither).

RECOMMENDED HYMNS
My Heart Is Longing LBOW 326; Jeesuksesta laulan VK 276

The sphere of influence of Finland's oldest revival movement rukoilevaisuus
(Supplicationism) is mainly limited to Satakunta and Varsinais-Suomi. The movement was
aready born in the early 18" century under the influence of Liisa Erkintytar. This woman was
in great distressbecause of her sins. Characteristic features of the movement include adherence
to the use of older versions of church books, kneeling down to long prayers and stressing
man’s humbleness in front of God. Just three out of hundred congregational workers and
seven out of hundred elected officials claim affiliation to this movement. The movement split
into factionsin the 1980s over the issue of female ordination. The Supplecationist heritage is
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carried on by the associations Lansi-Suomen Rukoilevaisten Y hdistys (Western Finland
Supplicationist Association) and Suomen rukoilevaisen kansan yhdistys (the Association of
Finland’s Praying Folk) which supports Euragjoen kristillinen opisto (Eurgjoki Christian
Institute). The movement’s song books are Sionin virret ja halullisten selujen hengelliset
laulut (Songs of Zion and the Spiritual Songs of Desirous Souls).

RECOMMENTED HYMN:
Jeesus armon soi VK 265
English translation by Ernest Edwin Ryden and Toivo Harjunpda, see Appendix.

In the 20th century more modern spiritual movements sprung up alongside the early
Pietistic revival movements. After the 1940s the so-called neo-Pietistic movements arose.
They stress personal faith and penance. These movements have spread around Finland.

Suomen Evankeliduterilainen Kansanl&hetys (The Finnish Lutheran Mission) operates
in al parts of Finland. Most of the adherents live in the dioceses of Mikkeli and Kuopio. The
movement stresses the personal decision on faith and the duty of a Christian to withess his or
her faith. About one half of theworkers of the Finnish Lutheran Mission (FLM) arein missionary
work. Apart frommissionary work, the organization focusesupon evangelizing, working with
children, young people and families, and upon publishing and materials services.

Suomen Raamattuopisto (The Finnish Bible Institute) cherishes the legacy of the
proclamation of Urho Muroma, a passionate preacher of repentance. The Institute lives up to
its name by focusing actively upon Bible teaching, evangelizing, and courses and camps for
the youth. The movement finds it important that an individual repents and makes a decision
on faith. The sphere of influence of this movement is strongest in the dioceses of Kuopio and
Mikkeli. Suomen Evankelis-luterilainen Opiskelija- ja Koululaislahetys with the English
name The OPKO, IFES Finland (International Fellowship of Evangelical Students), promotes
evangelizing and Chrigtian teaching among schoolchildren and university sudents.

Kansan Raamattuseura (Logos ministries, aso known as The People’'s Bible Society) is
first among the evangelismorgani zations. The organization focuses upon preaching the Gospel,
encouraging peopleto comeinto contact with the Church, and upholding Christianvalues. Chrigtian
work also involves helping peoplethrough pastora counseling and material aid. Other focal areas
for the People' sBible Society are supporting marriages, sudents, and the young, aswell ashelping
theless privileged people spiritualy.

In 1940 Brother Roger founded the Taizé ecumenical community in France, based on
silence and prayer. Over the years, Finnswho have visited the Taizé community have brought
influences from the Movement of silence to our Church. Over the past twenty years these
have also spread throughout literature, both in Finnish trandlations, or original Finnish.
Hiljaisuuden Ystavat ry (Friends of Slence) wasfounded in 1973. The Society organizes silence
retreats, training for retreat leaders, as well as research, courses, and teaching pertaining to
silence, Bible meditation and the theology of prayer. Many parish workersfind the movement of
dlenceclosetother hearts.

In the 1970s the Charismatic Movement originated in America and spread to Finland. It
highlights the work and influence of the Holy Spirit in the life of a Christian. Every second
congregation organize special Evenings of the Word and Prayer where the participants pray
for the sick. The movement stresses the use of gifts that are seen to include, anong others,
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prophesying, speaking in tongues, and healing of the sick. The charismatic movement is
mainly concentrated in urban areas. The umbrella organization for the renewal is Hengen
Uudistus Kirkossamme ry (The renewal by the Holy Spirit in our church). The charismatic
movement has gained publicity e.g. through the intercessory prayer evenings organized by
Ulla-Christina Sj6man, Seppo Juntunen and Pirkko Jalovaara. The media have often reported
about the phenomenon of falling back caused by the laying on of hands of intercessors. The
movement called Nokian herétys (Nokia Mission) headed by Markku Koivisto represents a
more radical manifestation of the charismatic movement in Finland. Characteristic features
include expressions of strong inner experience, dance of praise by the attendants, and close
tieswithinternationd movements anticipating extensive revival.

Reviva movements strongly influence the lives of many Finnish Christians. For some
the revival movements are the real spiritual home, without which the Church’s message could
not be reached. Many other Christians have been influenced by more than one movement. In
fact, spiritual movements cannot be seen as mutually exclusive, but complementary to each
other.

Within the Lutheran folk church, there are many Christians who do not see themselves
as having been influenced spiritually, in any decisive manner, by any of the revivalist
movements. The Church’s Sunday schools and Children’s day clubs, the religious instruction
given in schools and the comprehensive Confirmation class make that most Finns gain a
fairly good knowledge of the basics of Christianity.

There are also movements and sects that have their origin in Christianity. Due to their
doctrines they cannot be included in Christian denominations. Best known are the Jehovah's
Witnesses and Mormons. Both are of American originand both are heavily involved in missionary
work. Increasingly, there also appear neo-religious movements whose origin and teachingsare
often hidden. Satanists, for instance, are atypical example of such movements. You can find
information on strange religious movements through the Church’s Office for Global Mission
(Kirkon lahetystyon keskus, KLK) at http://.evl fi.

9. Organizations and associations in connection with the Church

There are severa organizations and foundations working in connection with the Church.
They cooperate in many tasks of the Church, e.g. in mission, evangelism, diaconia, children’s
work, youth work, and publishing. Also a portion of church personnel training is carried out
by these organizations. In return, the Church supportsthe work of the organizationsfinancialy.

Missionary work fulfilsthe commandment given by Jesus: “ All authority in heaven and on
earth hasbeen given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing themin
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:18-20). Mission
means witnessing to Christ; it is proclaiming the good tidings of the Gospel and serving
people. Asaresult of missionary work, independent churches have been established. Likewise,
schools and hospitals have been built, health care programs and development cooperation
projects have been carried out. Following the example set by Christ, servicesare provided for
suffering neighbors.

The Office for Global Mission (Kirkon |&hetystyon keskus, KLK) at the Department for
International Relations of the Church Council acts as the cooperative body for missionary
organizations. The Office for Globa Mission publishes a map showing where in the world
each Church missionary organization and organization for international diaconiaare working.
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Through this office is found information about missionary work.

Thebiggest missionary organization is The Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Misson (FELM),
Suomen Lahetysseura (SLS) inFinnish. It wasfounded in 1859 on the grounds of the Evangelical
Lutheran confession. According to the Church Act, the Church of Finland only works in
Finland. Consequently a new organization had to be created. In 1870 the society began its
own work in Ovamboland, in present Namibia. Nowadays, the society works in twenty
countriesin different partsof theworld. All congregations of our L utheran Church are members
of the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Mission. The missionary society organizes also
confirmation training and youthwork onalarge scale.

The Lutheran Evangelical Association in Finland (LEAF), Suomen Luterilainen
Evankdiumiyhdistys (SLEY) in Finnish, was founded in 1873. It operatesin connection withthe
Evangelical movement and especially fosters a theology that is based upon the Lutheran
confession. At first, the organization channeled its work through the Finnish Missionary
Society (the present Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Mission), but later it launched its own
missionary work at the turn of the century in Japan. LEAF is also engaged in youth work and
annudly organizestheyouth festival Maata nékyvissa. At the moment thisisthelargest Christian
youth event in Scandinavia. Its Swedish-language sister organization, the Savedish Lutheran
Evangelical Association in Finland (SLEAF), Svenska Lutherska Evangeliforeningen in
Finland (SLEF) in Swedish, was founded in 1922. This organization began its own work in
Kenyain 1963.

The oldest organization in our Church, the Finnish Bible Society (FBS), Suomen
Pipliaseura (SPS) in Finnish, was founded in 1812. For along time, it concentrated on Bible
work inFinland. In 1946, the society participated in the founding of the united Bible Societies,
an international organization coordinating Bible trandation work. Through the Finnish Bible
Society you can find aBiblein amost every language of theworld.

In 1967 the Finnish Lutheran Mission (FLM), Suomen Evankelis-luterilainen Kansan-
lahetys (SEKL) in Finnish, was founded for the domestic and foreign missionary work of the
Fifth Revival Movement. FLM also conducts youth work of its own. Later on, (in 1973)
TheMessenger s, Sanansaattajat ry in Finnish, specialized in radio missonary work, and (in 1974)
the Finnish Lutheran Overseas Misson (FLOM), Kylvgja in Finnish, separated from FLM.
Both became organizationsof their own.

In addition to these official Church missionary organizations, there are several other
organizations engaged in missionary work and evangelism in Finland.

FinnChurchAid, Kirkon ulkomaanapu (KUA) inFinnish, isthe channd for internationd aid
of the Evangelical L utheran Church of Finland. FinnChurchAid operatesas part of aninternational
aid network of churches. It is one of the biggest development cooperation and disaster relief
organizations in Finland. FinnChurchAid provides aid of about 15 million eurosto nearly 50
countries annually. Thisfoundation has specialized in international diaconia and it worksfor
the most impoverished peopleirrespective of their ethnic backgrounds, religions, or nationalities.
FinnChurchAid carries out, for instance, diversified village development programs. securing
thesupply of food and water, making farming more effective, education, AIDSwork, hedlth education,
improving the women’s status, environmental conservation, vocational training, and launching
small-scale entrepreneurship. The local people's participation in the development work is a
prerequisitefor the activity. Refugees and victimsof natural catastrophesand warsare hel ped by
meansof disaster relief aid. Ininternationa cooperation, FinnChurchAid helpsyoung churchesto
ganeconomicand operationa independence.
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Theofficia Church missionary organizationsdiscusshow to intensify cooperationin organizing
missonary work.

ASSIGNMENT
Find out if Finnish missionary organizations and international diaconia are
represented in the countries in which you have lived.

The diaconia and social sector organizations are the largest group of Christian
organizations in terms of staff. These organizations usually work fairly independently and
apart from local parishes. Some have even closer ties with the state and municipal authorities
than with the parishes. Their activities focus mainly on care and service ingtitutions, as well as
educational establishments. The Deaconess I nstitutions of Helsnki, Lahti, Oulu, and Pori, for
example, areimportant developersof Diaconia. The most important system of aChurch university
of applied sciencesisthe Diaconia University of Applied Sciences, Diakonia-ammattikorkeakoulu
(DIAK) inFinnish, where, for instance, youth and diaconiaworkersaretrained.

The Finnish Seamen’s Mission, Suomen Merimieskirkko in Finnish, isachurch for Finns
abroad. It wasfounded in 1875to support Finnstravelling abroad. Now it dso servesinternational
seamen ecumenically in Finnish harbors. The Finnish Seamen’s Mission is afounding member
of the International Christian Maritime Association, whose network coversover 600 harbors
al over theworld.

The Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Parishes Center for Child Work, Suomen Evankelis-
luterilaisten Seurakuntien Lapstyon Keskusry (SLK) in Finnish, supports, guides, and develops
thework with childrenin loca parishes. The organization carriesout itsmission incooperation with
the parishes. The association started itswork in 1888, and wasthen called Finland’s Sunday School
Association, Suomen Pyh&kouluyhdistysin Finnish.

The Christian Association for Boys and Girls in Finland, Suomen Poikien ja Tyttdjen
Keskus— PTK ry in Finnish, actsas aservice organizationfor early youth work of the Evangelica
Lutheran Church of Finland. It organizes training for congregational club leaders and full
time workers. It aso organizes nationwide and local events, camps and hiking excursions for
girls, boys, and leaders. The themes of the camps include the dangers of substance abuse,
aswell asvarious hobbies. In connection with these isa camp for expatriates. A jamboree held
every fourth year attracts 2000-3000 participants at Partaharju in Pieksamaki. Out of those
participants, 200-300 areinternational guests. Theassociation publishesand digtributesclub meterias
and literatureincluding JiiPee magazine for girls and boys aged 8-14. Internationa connections
are maintained through “ Globa Fellowship” and its European organization, “European Fdlowship”.
PTK rywith its member organizationsbringstogether over 80,000 early youth and their club leaders.
Tievatupaln Lapland in Saariselkaisan inn for campsand courses and abase for hiking.

The Evangelical Lutheran Association for Youth in Finland, Nuorten Keskusin Finnish,
isanation-wide service organization of Christian youth work, whose members are congregations,
organizations and associations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland. This associa-
tion trains youth, and assistants who work on behalf of youth, and workers. It also organizes
youth events, youth camps, coursesaswell as helpsyoung peoplefacing difficult circumstances.
It produces material and publishes a magazine. At the association’s camp center, POyhola,
confirmation camps have been organized ever since the 1960s. This organization, together
withlocal congregations and the Unit for Education and Youth Work at the Church Council is
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training for confirmation class volunteersand many kinds of confirmation classes, also internationa
ones, together with e.g. the Finnish Seamen’sMission.

There are so many Church organizationsthat a nation-wide umbrella organization Church
Resources Agency, Kirkkopal ve ut ry in Finnish, hasbeenfounded in order to promote cooperation.
The Agency maintainsthe Christian Sudy Center, Kristillinen opintokeskusin Finnish, organizes
the annual fund raising campaign Common Respongbility, Yhteisvastuuker &ysin Finnish, and the
biannual Finnish Church Gathering, (Kirchentag) Kirkkopéivét in Finnish, every two years. The
Finnish Church Gatheringisanimportant forumfor church and societal discussions. The Christian
Study Center may aso grant financia support for the study groups of immigrants.

There are about thirty Christian folk high schoolsinour country. Many of these schools,
started by revivalist movements, seek to preserve a spiritual legacy. A hundred years ago,
Christian folk high schools were founded in order to provide complementary education to
that given in compulsory schools. Nowadays, folk high schools give comprehensive education
and organize various short courses. The largest folk high school inthe country is Turku Christian
Ingtitute, Turun Kristillinen Opisto in Finnish. Thisisalso the meeting place of the General Synod
of the Evangedlical L utheran Church of Finland.

In addition to the organizations acknowledged by the Church, there are a large number
of other Christian associations and communities in Finland. They concentrate on serving
some spiritual movement, a certain group of people, or animportant idearegarding Christianity.
For example, The Gideonsin Finland Ry, Suomen Gideonit in Finnish, concentrateson spreading
the Bible. The organization distributes Biblesto all hotels. For acloser look at the many Church
organizations, seethelnternet at: http://ev.fi/.

10. Church tax

The Evangelica Lutheran Church of Finland collects its membership fees in the form of
achurch tax, collected together with State communal tax. The locally elected parish officials
determine the rate of tax to be collected from the members. The Church recompenses the
State for any expenses related to the collection of taxes. In addition, the Church also taxes
corporations, irrespective of whether or not their employees are Church members. Corporate
taxation is justified by the social services provided by the Church, such as diaconia and the
maintenance of graveyards and church property, al valuable in terms of cultura history.

11. Church administration

Each local parish in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland is an independent
working unit. Parish administration is based on democracy, which stresses the responsibility
and executive power of theindividual inthe parish. In the parish, the parish council, kirkkoval-
tuusto in Finnish, isthe supreme decision-making body. It iselected every four yearsin ections.
The parish council gpproves, for instance, the annua budget proposd, determinesthe Churchtax
rate that will be charged, creates new posts and when necessary eliminates parish offices. The
parish council sdectstheparish board, kirkkoneuvosto in Finnish, whichisthe highest executive
body of the parish. The parishboard isresponsiblefor the preparation of initiativesand the execution
of decisons made by the parish council. The parish board dso electsthe mgority of the parish staff.
The diocesan board appoints the parish pastorsproposed by the parish board. The parish council
electsthe curatesand the vicar is elected by general eections.
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The Evangelical Lutheran parisheswithin the same city or municipality belong to the same
parish union, seurakuntayhtymé in Finnish. Thiscommon finance adminigtration preserves Church
resourcesfor their most essential tasks. Parishesin the same parish union have ajoint parochial
council, yhteinen kirkkovaltuusto in Finnish and joint parish board, yhteinen kirkkoneuvosto
in Finnish, for the common administration of thewholeunion. In addition, each parishinthe union
hasa parish board, seurakuntaneuvosto in Finnish, of its own, corresponding to the parish board
of asingle parish. The Church, with its parishes, is a public corporation in the same sense as
municipditiesand the State.

Theelected officidsare elected in Church elections, where the parishionersvote. Find out
what kinds of electors’ associationsthere are, or think about founding anelectors association of
your owninthe next eection. Asthe number of church membersof foreignoriginisincreasing, it is
natural that more and more of themwill be elected to be members of the parish councilsand the

parish boards.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland is divided into nine dioceses as follows:
A map of the dioceses

- Espoo

- Helsinki
- Lapua

- Kuopio

- Porvoo

- Mikkeli

- Oulu

- Tampere
- Turku

2 NWRAROO OO

A W
s

i

@:g ,%% . -

1. The diocese of Turku 2. The diocese of Tampere 3. The diocese of Oulu
4. The diocese of Mikkeli 5. The diocese of Porvoo 6. The diocese of Kuopio
7. The diocese of Lapua 8. The diocese of Helsinki 9. The diocese of Espoo

The Diocese of Porvoo consists of Swedish speaking parishes. It servesthose who speak
Swedish as their mother tongue. In the other dioceses there are also bilingual parishes. The
newest diocese is Espoo Diocese, which was established in 2004. It was founded when the
Diocese of Helsinki was divided into two. In every diocese, the bishop is responsible for its
operations. In the Archbishopric of Turku there are two bishops: the Bishop of Turku and the
Archbishop. Oneof the bishopsisresponsiblefor the Ministry to Finns abroad.
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Thediocesesaredivided adminigratively into the Diocesan Chapter, tuomiokapituli in Fin-
nish, and the Operational Department, toiminnallinen osasto in Finnish. Inaddition to the Bishop,
the Diocesan Chapter is composed of the Cathedral Dean, tuomiorovasti in Finnish, two canons
responsible for theology, pappisasessorit in Finnish, one canon responsible for legal matters,
lakimiesasessori in Finnish, a notary, notaari in Finnish, and the Diocesan Dean,
hiippakuntadekaani in Finnish, who ishead of the Operationa Department, and one lay member,
maal likkojasen in Finnish. The Diocesan Chapter leads and supervisesthework of the parishes
and selectsand appointsthe assgtant parish pastors. Under the Bishop'slead, vistaionsare arranged
intheparishesabout once every ten years. During visitations, the activitiesand finances of the parish
areinspected. In connection with the visitation, the parishioners, too, may set forth their views
concerning theactivities of the parishin the presence of the Bishop.

In the Operational Department, there are diocesan secretaries (e.g. in the fields of
education, diaconia, pastoral work, work among immigrants, and foreign missions, working
under the leadership of the Diocesan Dean. It istheir task to support, coordinate and provide
space for parish work as well as to provide training for the parishes. Parishes may ask for
their support whenever necessary.

Fourteen lay representatives and seven clergy representatives are elected to the Diocesan
Council, hiippakuntavaltuusto in Finnish. The council ischaired by alayperson. The membersof
the Diocesan Chapter are entitled to be present and contribute to their meetings. The Diocesan
Councils can make proposasto the General Synod.

Thediocesesare divided into deaneries“rovastikunnat” in Finnish. The deaneriesconsist of
parishes near each other. Within the deanery, the parishes organize joint activitieswhen the need
arises. A deanery is also an administrative area with the Area Dean, [&aninrovasti in Finnish,
chargeof it.

The General Synod, kirkolliskokousin Finnish, usesthe highest authority to make decisions
inthe Church. It dedlswith doctrineand Churchwork aswell aswithitslegidation, administration,
and finance. Itspermanent membersarethe Bishops, the Chaplain Genera, 32 clergy representatives,
and 64 elected lay representatives of the dioceses, representatives of the State, and a Sami
representative elected by the Sami Parliament. TheArchbishop actsasthe chairman. Usually the
Genera Synod assemblestwice ayear for oneweek eachtime.

The General Synod approves the new Bible trandation, Christian doctrine, the Hymnal,
the Church Handbook, and the masscompositions. It can makelegidative proposas, such aschanges
to the ChurchAct. It approvesthe Church Order and the Order of Church Elections. The Synod
also makes statementsand proposalsto the Council of Statefor questions concerning the Church’'s
relationship with the State or with other denominationsin Finland. 1ssues of importance concern:
marriage andfamily, humanrights, employment, social security, religiousingruction, public education,
and churchtaxation.

The General Synod decides on the Church’s relationshipswith other churchesand religious
groups and withthe federations of churches. It also decides upon the establishment of dioceses
and on the atering of their boundaries. The Synod also establishes and repeals the posts of the
archbishop, other bishops, and heads of Church Council Units and the elected members of
the Church Council. It aso confirms the budget proposal of the Central Church Fund and
decides how much the parishes must pay to the fund annually.

The Church Council, kirkkohallitusin Finnish, isin charge of the general administration,
finance, and activity of the Church. The membersof the Church Council include the Archbishop as
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the chairman, two Bishopswhomthe Bishops Conference selectsfor four yearstwo pastors, and
eight lay people whom the Synod has chosen for the same period.

The General Secretary, kandiapaallikko in Finnish, isin charge of the work of the about
200 staff of the Church Council office. The Administration Department, hallinto-osasto in Fin-
nish, isresponsiblefor the Church’scommon administration, drafting of laws, population registration,
data administration, and the common office services of the Church Council. The Personnel
Department, henkil 6stbosasto in Finnish, deals with the drafting of regulations and personnel
administration development for the Church. The Finance Department, tal ousosasto in Finnish,
actsasthe Central Church Fund. The Department of Parish Services, toiminnallinen osastoin
Finnish, develops and supports the work of the parishes and the connectionswith society linked
with the activities of the Church. The units of the department are: Diaconiaand Society, Worship
and Music, Education and Youth Work, Family Counseling, Hospital Chaplaincy, and the I nstitute
for Advanced Training, Kirkon koulutuskeskusin Finnish. Mogt issuesconcerningimmigrantsbelong
to thisdepartment.

The Church Department for International Relations, Kirkkohallituksen ulkoasiain
osasto in Finnish, managesrelationswith other churches and inter-church organizations, and it is
responsible for the coordination of the Ministry to Finns Abroad and missionary work. The
Communication Center, Kirkon tiedotuskeskusin Finnish, isresponsble for the communication
of the Church and servesthe media. The Church Research Institute, Kirkon tutkimuskeskusin
Finnish, carries onand financestheological and church sociological research that isessentid for the
Church and produces materiasthat are needed for Church decison-making.

The Bishops' Conference, piispainkokousin Finnish, addresses questions regarding faith
and Church doctrine. It approves, among other things, Confirmation classtextbooks. It also directs
pastoral and other parishworker examinations, providesguidancefor vistationsand rendersopinions
on doctrinal mattersfor the General Synod.
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1l CHURCH ROOTS, SPLIT AND STRIVE FOR
ECUMENICAL UNITY

1. The common roots of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam

All threereligions, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, are based upon monotheism. They are
called monotheistic religionsto distinguish them from polytheistic religions. Thereisone placeon
earth thesereligions meet one another; Jerusalem, in the Holy Land. For Jews, theholiest sitein
JerusdlemistheWailing (or Western) WA Part of an original temple, thisisan extremely important
place at which Jews cometo pray. There aretwo |slamic mosquesin the vicinity of theWall. For
Chrigtians, thecity of Jerusdlemisaso aholy placefor it wasthere where Jesus spent thelast days
of Hislifeon earth.

All three religions believe that God created the world. Judaism and Christianity see
God's creative work entirely good, but, according to Islam, God aso created evil things. Each
of thesereligionsaso sharesthe concept of creation and time: time hasitsbeginning anditsend. The
threereligions also hold that God wantsto talk to the people He has created. Indeed, Judaism,
Christianity, and Idamarereligionsof revelation. Christians have adopted thewholereveation to
Jews. Muslimsrefer to both the Old and the New Testament, although they do not read themas
such. However, they speak of the Bible asa Holy Book.

Therootsof Judaismgo far back to an erafrom whichthereisno written documentation.
Some | sraglis originate from Palestinian roots. Some have come to the country from Egypt in
a manner described in the Old Testament. Following the period of forced immigration to
Babylon (587-539 B.C.), Isradlis have been called Jews. The Jewish Creed is, according to
the Old Testament, belief inone God, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Hechoselsrael as
His own people to protect it. A condition was that the people would obay the law of the Ten
Commandments given by God. The goal of the Zionist movement wasrealized in 1948 withthe
founding of the State of Israel. Jews and Arabs, the mgjority of whom are Idamic, have been
engaging indisputesover the entire life of the gate. The management of the state affairsisgreatly
impeded by thefact that the Jaws aredivided in severd political factions.

Onething Judaism and Christianity have in common isthat the Old Testament is a Holy
Book. However, interpretations are different. Jews seethat God's selection istargeted only to
their own people. For the mgjority of Jews, Jesus has been a controversial figure not spoken
of widely; for others He was aremarkable teacher or, inHis days, ademagogue. For other Jews
Jesuswas the much-awaited Messiah. Christiansbelieve the Messianic propheciesareaimed at
redemption of dl peopleintheworld. The center of Chrigtianity, Jesus Christ, wasaJew. Chrigtianity
wasborn, following Jesus' death and resurrection, asaJewish sect, beforeit becamearedligioninits
ownright. Chrigtianity was much influenced by its Jewish heritage. During the early stagesof the
Churchthemgority of Christianswere Jewswho bdieved in Jesusasthe Messah (Chris = Messah).
Fairly soon, the majority of Church membersturned out to be from other nationdlities. Today, for
example, | srael has about 5,000 Messianic Jews, whereasin therest of theworld, they number
about 80,000. Jews, believing in Christ asthe Messiah, are called Messianic Jews. Today, they
formonly asmal minority among Christians.

|slamwasborn fromthe revelationsof the Prophet Muhammad (570-632 AD) — the name
is sometimes written Mohammed — inthe 7" century. | lam hasbeen influenced by both Judaism
and Chrigtianity. Soon after Muhammed'sdegth, therevelationswerecollected in the Quran (Koran),
which has 114 chapters. The Quran contains directionsfor spiritual life. It also advisesontable
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manners, marriage, and human behavior. Therearefiverdigiousdutiesthat Mudims must observe:
confessing to one God (Allah isone and Muhammad ishis Messenger), fivedaily prayers, giving
amsor charity, fasting, and a pilgrimage to Meccaoncein alifetime. Ilamic thinking does not
distinguish between religion and therest of life. Thereforereligion isseen both asacultura and a
political phenomenon. The societal model is theocratic. God isthe highest authority in society.
According to an early societal model of 1slam, the position of Jews and Christians has also been
definedinldamic society.

The Quran refersto biblical stories, and speaks of God as the God of Abraham, Ishmael,
Isaac and Jacob. Jesus, Mary’s son, isregarded a prophet, but the last revelation is believed to
have come through Muhammad. Mudimshold their reigion asthemost flawless, asit isthelast one
of themonothegic religions. Thegreatest number of Mudimscan befound inArab countriesinthe
Middle East, northern Africaand Asia. Where Mudims are inthe mgority, thereisunrest because
the objectiveisto forman Idamic state. |slamic influenceis spreading into Western countriesalong
withmigration. Mudimsoften form close-knit communitieswhen living inthemiddle of Western
culture. InFrance, for example, thereare many millions of Islamic inhabitants.

Judaism, Christianity and Islam are all divided by the question of how to consider Jesus
of Nazareth. He was a Jewish man whom the Muslims see as a prophet, but, for the Christians,
He is the Savior of the world.

2. Diagram of the split within the Church
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3. Reasons behind the division of the Church

The Early Church consisted of two types of congregationswhich differed considerably from
each other: Judeo-Christian and Pagan-Christian. The Judeo-Chrigtian congregationsheldto the
regulationsof the Old Testament even after Christ had been acknowledged to betheMessiah. The
Pagan-Christiansinturn, under Apostle Paul, declared that anew erain Christ had come whereby
theregulations givenin thelaw of the Old Testament lost their meaning. A compromiseto makelife
together easier wasreached at theApostles Conference, and observation of the Jewish Law was
no longer required from the Pagan-Christians. At the sametime, it was decided that all people
should avoid flesh sacrificed to dien godsand flesh fromwhich theblood had not yet beenlet (Acts
15:28-28).

The Greek language church of the East and the L atinlanguage church of theWest developed
indifferent directionsintheir respective cultural spheresby creating their owntheologies. Theformal
separationtook placein 1054. PopeLeo I X and the Patriarch of Constantinople Michael Caerularius
(Mikael Kerularios) excommunicated each other. The excommunication primarily concerned the
FliogueAddition (Filioque Clause) to the Nicene-Congtantinople Creed donein theWest and the
Papa Supremeacy. Inthe Filiogue Controversy, the different interpretation of the Doctrine of Trinity
wasat issue.

IntheWest, during the daysof Augustine, peoplewere already apt to think that the persons of
the Trinity areequal. Therefore when the Creator sendsthe Holy Spirit, it is, a thesametime, dso
the Spirit of Christ. This required the Western Church to add the word filiogue to the Creed,
meaning ‘ and fromthe Son' . They wanted to teach that the Holy Spirit proceedsfrom the Father
and fromthe Son. Inthe Eastern Church, it hasbeen thought that theorigin of everything isthe being
of the Father asthe exclusive origin of the deity. Thereforethe Holy Spirit can proceed fromthe
Father done, “fromthe Father through the Son, at the most”, asit was decided inthe Council of
Florencein 1439.

The different Trinitarian reasoning of the Eastern and Western Churches did not prevent
them from acting together up until 1054. On the other hand, the compromise negotiated later
has not brought them into operationa dliance. The biggest separating factor has been the
status of the Pope. The Eastern Church does not recognize the papal status as a substitute for
Christ, which the Western Church insists upon. Linguistic and cultural reasons led the
development into different directions: Theliturgy and theology of the Greek East and those of the
LatinWest developedin different directions.

Some churches date from this Common Era of Christianity, from the time before the
breach between the Eastern and the Western churches. These are e.g. the Eastern Orthodox
Churches or the Copts, the Ethiopian Orthodox Church and the Syrian Orthodox Church. The
Eastern Orthodox Churches can partake in the activities of the World Council of Churcheson
the grounds that they approve of the Doctrine of Trinity and the belief in Christ’s deity, even
if they did not approve of the Doctrine of the Double Nature of Christ of the Council of
Chalcedon (451 AD). According to the Doctrine of the Double Nature of Christ, Jesus was
simultaneously both God and man.

From Chrigtian groups prior to the Reformation, thereareleft the Wal denses (Peter or Pierre
Vadeés) who werethefirst sgns of the Reformationin the 13" century, and the community of the
Hussite Bohemian Brethren inthe 15" century.
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Inthe eraof Reformation, severa new denominations saw daylight. Thesewereinfluenced, in
adecisveway, by Martin Luther’s (1483-1546) activity. Hisfight of faith to find themerciful God
ultimately led to sharp criticismagaingt the misuses of the Catholic Church'sDoctrineof Earning. In
hissearch, Luther arrived at the Principle of Justification by theApostle Paul: manissaved by faith
alonefor Christ’ssake, without the deedsof the law. Thisdiscovery wasin direct oppostionto the
sale of indulgenciesby the Catholic Church. The Roman Catholic Church traded inindulgenciesto
get enough financing for its construction needs. The misconception prevalent wasthat Salvation
could be earned by purchasing indulgencies.

In Central Europe, the Reformation proceeded as an urban movement. Each independent
township or principality underwent areligiousand political transformation process. Many people
were tempted to join the Reformation for political reasons. This enabled the separation from the
Catholic Church and therecognition of the Papal Supremacy. The Reformation did therefore not
proceed asacentralized movement. In Scandinavia, however, the Reformationwas adopted under
theguidance of theKing, i.e. inacentralized manner. The history of the Reformation hastraditionaly
beenwritten asa” drawing of borders’. Theidentity of achurch hasbeen built on how it differsfrom
its predecessor. Therefore the Methodiststell how they differ from the Anglicans. The Anglicans,
and the Lutherans, tell where they deviate from the Roman Catholics, and the Calvinists tell
where they deviate fromthe Lutherans. During Reformation, churcheswere separated from each
other by thefact how they understood Jesus' presencein the Holy Communion.

Since Reformation, the split between churches has continued. Generaly, it follows the
pattern of the drawing of the borders mentioned above. A church’s own identity is defined by
how it differs from the church it left. In recent decades, new Christian denominations have
sprung up at an ever-increasing speed. Many of the new churches originate from Pentecostal
thinking and stress the work of the Holy Spirit, miracles, and signs.

4. Ecumenia - building unity between churches

The split inthechurches hasresulted in areverse movement; acounterforce. The Ecumenical
movement has, for over hundredsof yearsnow, worked towardsincreasing the unity among Christians
across church borders. The name of the movement goesasfar back asthe Church Father Origen
(185-250); then the Greek word oikumene meant ‘ thewholeworld’. Inawider sense, ecumenia
may aso be understood as building of bridges between the people of theworld. In everyday speech,
it isunderstood asthe attemptstowards unity between Christians.

At theturn of the millennium, the number of member churchesin the\World Council of Churches
(WCC) wasover 340 covering about 100 different countriesall over theworld. Themembershipis
comprised of the mgjor Orthodox and Protestant churches, such asthe Reformed Church, the
Anglicans, the Baptists and the Lutherans and the Methodists. In 1948, the Church of Finland
participated in founding, together with European and North-American churches, theWorld Council
of Churches. Today, the majority of the Council members comefromAfrica, Asa, LatinAmerica,
the Middle Eagt, and the Pacific. The Pentecostal movement, too, has grown acloser relationship
to the World Council of Churches. The Roman Catholic Church regularly sends observersto
Council meetings, dthoughit isnot amember.

The World Council of Churches invites other churches into visble unity in sharing the
execution of Holy Communion, Missionary work and Evangelizing. The organization triesto
identify and address new common chalengesin diaconia. It takesastand for peaceand justicein
the name of unity of the creation.
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The objective of the organization isto deepen the unity of churches so they would seeineach
other agenuineexpression of ” One, Catholic and Apostolic church”. Confession of the Apostolic
faithisthebasisfor doctrine. Sacramental unity isstrived for asmuch aspossible.

The Church of Finland was one of the partiesto the establishment of the L utheran World
Federation (LWF) in 1947. At theturn of the millennium, it had 136 L utheran churchesin various
partsof theworld. Throughthe federation, the member churchestogether maintain the challengesin
international diaconia. The Lutheran World Federation also provides its member churches an
opportunity to sharetheir experiencesof the actua Stuation of proclameation, service, and advocecy.
Theorganizationisdso aforumfor itsmember churchesto conduct timely discussionsontheologicd,
spiritua, and ethica matters and on questionsconcerning different religions.

Our Church is also an active member in the Finnish Ecumenical Council (FEC) that isa
cooperative organ for the churches, Christian denominations and congregations in Finland.
The Council organizes, for example, an annual Ecumenical Prayer Week where prayers are
said for the unity of Christians. The tradition was started in France at the beginning of last
century.

Since 1970, the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Church has been conducting fruitful bilateral
ecumenical talks with the Russian Orthodox Church. The negotiations have mainly been
theological in nature. Likewise, there have been doctrina discussonswith the Finnish Orthodox
Church. Characteristic of these talks has been that two churches, living in the same social
context but in different traditions, have been able to view together their own conceptions, and
those of the other party, on important theological and pastoral questions. Discussions like
these increase the mutual understanding and tolerance of the churches.

Bilateral talks are also being held, on a regular basis, with the Free Church of Finland,
Pentecostals, Baptists and Methodists. Communication, in its different forms, serves our
common Christian valuesherein Finland. Suchtaks have aimed to eradicate misconceptionstowards
each other and to increase mutual tolerance and respect. At the sametime, there hasbeen asearch
for practical forms of cooperation and ongoing discussion regarding the relations between churches,
and religious communities, and the State. Indoctrinal matters, there has also been some progress,
athough sofar no official agreementshave been made.

A magor milestone in ecumenical work was reached with the Anglican Church. In 1996,
Lutheran Churches in the world endorsed the so-called Porvoo Declaration. The Porvoo
Common Statement virtually creates between churches afull ecclesiastical unity. Accordingly,
a minister of our church can therefore work as a minister in the Anglican Church on the
condition that he or she passes the necessary examinations and is qualified. The same applies
for Anglican ministersin Finland. The church community, which signed the Porvoo Declaration,
is trying to develop such different forms of activity. To coordinate this, a Porvoo Contact
Group was established and meets annually.

Another magjor ecumenical achievement was the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of
Justification (JDDJ) signed in 1998. This is a cooperation document between the Lutherans
and the Roman Catholics where the churches annul past condemnations on teachings issued
500 years earlier. The document expresses mutual understanding reached on the doctrine of
justification. So far no conclusions have been drawn from the document, but the understanding
reached indoctrina discussions hasbeen significant. Finnish theologians have greetly influenced the
formulation of thedocument. Our Church hasbeen maintaining contacts with the Roman Catholic
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Church e.g. through the Finnish Ecumenical Council, through the L utheran World Federation and
through the Vatican'sPontifical Council for Promoting Chritian Unity. There havedso beenvarious
theme seminarsand visits by Finnish bishopsto Vatican. The Pope hasvisited Finland once,

5. Christian symbols A! !

AO
Alphaand Omegaarethefirst and last letters of the Greek alphabet. They stand for Jesusas
thefirst and last one, in other words, eternal.

Alb
The white liturgical robe of a person dressed for baptism or confirmation is called an

alb. The white robe illustrates the purity of Christ in which the baptized person is dressed.
The Church Service is conducted wearing an alb.

Anchor
An anchor is a symbol of the hope for everlasting life.

. IHS

These are the three initials of Jesus Greek name, and they can aso be superimposed
(written onewithin each other). IHSisalso an acronymin Latin for “ lesus Hom num Salvator”

meaning Jesusthe Savior of People.
INRI

These letters form an acronym in Latin for the words written at the top of Jesus' cross,
“lesus Nazarenus Rex ludaeorum” , Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews.

Fish

During the persecution of the early Christians, the fish became a secret symbol by which
the Christians recognized each other. The Greek word for ‘fish’ isichthus. Thelettersform an
acronymin Greek for “ Jesus of Nazareth, Son of God, Savior”.

Lamb
A lamb depicts Christ, who was offered for our sins. Jesus is the Lamb of God, who

takes away the sin of the world (John 1:29). In the early history of Israel, alamb was offered
inthetemple asan atoning sacrificefor the sinsof the people.
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Triangle A

Anequilatera triangleis used asasymbol of the Triune God. God is one divine being but he
actsthrough three persons: Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit. Thefigure of an eyewithinthetriangle
symbolizestheall-seeing God.

Crown
The crown represents reaching ones final destination, heaven. In addition to a crown,
also the laurel wreath can aso be used. Origindly, it was a sign of victory at the Greek

Olympics. I

Candle

Thecandlesandsfor Christ asthelight of theworld. Thenumber of candlesontheadltar varies
according to the church year. )

Dove

It iswrittenin the Bible that at Jesus' baptism, the Holy Spirit descended upon himinthe
form of a dove. The Holy Spirit is therefore depicted as a dove.

~—

-t

Ship
A ship portraysthe church onitsway through the ssorms of world history towardsthe eternal
harbor.

Crown of Thorns
The crown of thorns describes suffering. Before his Crucifixion, Christ was mocked,

and a crown of thorns was put upon his head. z if j
Shepherd’s staff

A shepherd’s staff refersto Jesus, who isthe Good Shepherd. A bishop’s staff symbolizes
how Jesus tends his flock.

Cross

The cross is the most important symbol of the Christian faith. Originaly, it was an
instrument of execution used by the Romans to cause a slow, painful, and shameful death.
The cross became a Christian symbol, because Jesus suffered death on a cross. A crucifix
depicts Jesus on a cross. It especialy tells of his sufferings. An empty cross stands for
resurrection.

Stole

During ordination, the pastor is given a stole, along scarf which symbolizes the yoke of
Chrigt. Thestoleispart of apastor’sliturgica clothing, thecolor of which changesaccordingtothe [#| (%
season of the church year.
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XP
Theletters X and P superimposed (written one within each other, the Chi-Rho) arethefirst
two lettersof the Greek word for Chrigt. The abbreviationisaso caled the Christ monogram.

APPENDIX
Abbreviations

LBOW = Lutheran Book of Worship.

Prepared by the churches participating in the Inter-Lutheran Commission on Wbrship.
Lutheran Church in America

The American Lutheran Church.

The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Canada.

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod.

Published by
Augsburg Publishing House, Minnegpolisand Board of Publication,
Lutheran ChurchinAmerica, Philadelphia. 1999.

VK = Suomen evankdlis-luterilaisenkirkon virskirja. Hyvaksytty kirkolliskokouksen
ylimé&&raisessdistunnossa 13. helmikuuta 1986. (* The Hymnal of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Finland. Approved inthe extraordinary sesson of the Genera Synod on 13 February
1986.")

Bible Version
Scripture quoted isfromthe New Revised Standard Version of the Bible.

Catechism
Catechism. Christian Doctrineof the Evangdlica L utheran Church of Finland.
Approved inthe Genera Synod. 1999.

Trandation of Finnish Hymns
Jeesusarmon soi VK 265; trandation by Ernest Edwin Ryden and Toivo Harjunpda

1. Jesus, God's own Son

Hath our victory won.

He, the Way, the Truth, the Life the Light from Heaven,
isour Righteousness,

Fount of Blessedness.

He, the gracious gift divine that God hath given
now shines upon our darkened sky,

the promised Daystar from on high;

saves fromsin’'sdread stain,

makes us whole again,

brings usto eternal joyswith Himto reign.
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2. Lo, the Morning Star,

shining from afar,

leads our souls from paths of darkness into light.
Turn, thou helpless one,

To God's holy Son;

He alone can set thee free from sin's dark blight.
His life He gave upon the tree,

In mercy He would welcome thee.

Yield Him now thy heart;

ne’er from him depart;

follow Him, though sore thy cross,

to mansions bright.

Johan August Gottlieb Hymander (1831 — 1896), Laudamus, Hymnal for the
Assembly of the L utheran World Federation; Third edition, Helsinki 1963.

Kosketa minua, Henki VK 125; trandation by Matti Kilpi6

1. Touch me, God's Spirit eternal,
touch me, resplendent Light.
Give my life new meaning,

show me the true and right.

2. Touch me, God'’s Spirit and soothe me
deep in my restless soul.

Give me trust in Jesus,

heal me and make me whole.

3. Spirit of God, give me courage,
banish my doubts and fears

Show me my vocation

through all my days and years.

4. Spirit of God, brightly shining,
open my eyes to see

those who need my friendship:
Join us in unity.

5. Touch me, God's Spirit eternal.
Teach me to thank and praise.
By your grace be near me,

guide me in all my ways.
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